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Prime Minister Harper, new cabinet sworn in 
3 Ukrainian Canadians named 
parliamentary secretaries 


By Marco Levytsky 

Conservative leader Stephen 
Harper was sworn in as Canada’s 
22" Prime Minister by the Clerk of 
the Privy Council at Rideau Hall, 
Feb. 6, along with a new cabinet, 
which has been streamlined to 27 
members from the 37 under the pre- 
vious Liberal administration. 

No Canadians of Ukrainian ori- 
gin made the top level, but three 
were appointed parliamentary sec- 
retaries the following day. 

They are Ed Komarnicki, MP for 
Souris — Moose Mountain (Saskat- 
chewan) as Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration, Tom Lukiwski MP for 
Regina — Lumsden — Lake Centre 
(Saskatchewan) as Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Leader of the Соу- 
ernment in the House of Commons 
and Minister for Democratic Re- 
form and Mark Warawa, MP for 
Langley (British Columbia) as Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Minis- 
ter of the Environment. 

Diane Ablonczy, MP for Calgary 
—Nose Hill (Alberta), who has been 
a strong supporter of the Ukrainian 
community and has been touted as 
a possible cabinet choice was made 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min- 
ister of Finance 

“Tn the context of our smaller 
Cabinet, these Parliamentary Secre- 
taries will take on a larger and more 
important role. They will be a key 
link between Ministers and Parlia- 
mentarians and will help ensure our 
relations with all Members of Par- 
liament are effective and produc- 
tive,” the Prime Minister said. “They 
are an important part of the team that 
will help implement the commit- 
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ments we have made to Canadians.” 

With the streamlining of the cabi- 
net, one of the portfolios that was 
dropped was Secretary of State for 

Multiculturalism. The position had 
been a junior ministry falling under 
the jurisdiction of Canadian Heri- 
tage. 

The new Canadian Heritage Min- 
ister, Bev Oda, retains responsibil- 
ity for Status of Women, but not 
Multiculturalism, in her title. 

“Somebody made the deliberate 
decision to drop it from the title,” 
Andriy Hladyshevsky, Second Vice 

President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (National), and a Liberal 
candidate in Edmonton Strathcona 
in the Jan. 23 election, told Ukrai- 
nian News on the day of the cabinet 
announcement. 

"І am very disappointment that 
there has not been the designation 
of a separate cabinet minister to deal 
with multiculturalism and enhance- 
ment of preservation (of culture) and 
improvement of programs under the 
Multiculturalism Act, which was 
called for by many different groups 
in Canada, both prior to and during 
the federal election,’ he added. 

Hladyshevsky said it is now in- 
cumbent upon UCC and other na- 
tional multicultural-based organiza- 
tions to seek a meeting with the new 
Heritage Minister and see how 
Multiculturalism is envisioned by 
the new government. 

However, Peter Goldring, re- 
elected as Conservative MP for 
Edmonton East, said it would be 
premature to read too much into this 
streamlining. 

“Certainly Multiculturalism 
would follow straight under Heri- 
tage... I would certainly not read 
into it any diminishing of 
Multiculturalism,” he told Ukrainian 
News. 

"І think that it’s well know that 
multiculturalism is an accepted ben- 
efit to Canadian society,” he added. 

During the campaign the UCC is- 
sued a questionnaire to the four 
major parties asking, among other 
things whether they support “sus- 
tainable funding for the enhance- 
ment of Canadian multicultural 
communities based on the principles 
of the Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act.” 

The Conservative Party answered 
that it: “recognizes the rich, diverse 
make-up of the Canadian population 
and the contribution of these com- 
munities to our history and the Ca- 
nadian way of life. A Conservative 
Government would support the prin- 

ciples of the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act and ensure that 
each community is able to enhance 
and contribute to Canada without 
discrimination and barriers.” 

Oda, who represents Durham 
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Dnipro turns into Jordan 


President Viktor Yushchenko and Ukrainian Orthodox Patriarch of Kyiv Filaret participate in Jordan (Epiph- 
any) water-blessing celebrations by the Dnipro River in Kyiv, Jan. 19. Several bystanders, including the Pres- 


ident, later jumped into the freezing river. 


Нове призначення для посла України в Канаді 


Маймескул прощається 
із громадою 


(ЕогОтпа/ УкрВісті) Президент України Віктор 
Ющенко своїм Указом звільнив Миколу Маймес- 
кула з посади Надзвичайного і Повноважного Посла 
України в Канаді у зв'язку з переходом на іншу 
роботу. 

Указ розміщений на офіційному сайті глави 
держави, повідомляє «УНІАН». 

Маймескул обіймав посаду посла України в Канаді 
з 20 березня 2004 року. 

7-го лютого Маймескул випустив прощальне 
звернення до української громади в Канаді. 

Нижче подаємо текст цього звернення 

Дорога українська громадо! 

У зв'язку з новим призначенням в Міністерстві 
закордонних справ України наближається до завер-- 
шення моя місія на посаді Надзвичайного і Повно-- 
важного Посла України в Канаді. 

За ті неповних два роки, протягом яких мені 
випала честь представляти Українську державу на 
землі кленового листа, я мав особливу приємність 
відчувати вашу дружню підтримку. 

Моя вам щира подяка за те, що завдяки вам, 
численним представникам української громади, 
знаходячись за декілька тисяч кілометрів від рідної 
землі, постійно відчував тут нерозривний духовний 
зв'язок з Україною, міг насолодитися її самобутньою 
культурою, почути зворушливі вірші Шевченка, 
отримати задоволення від мелодійного та заду- 
шевного українського співу. 

Мені особисто дуже приємно було спостерігати з 
яким піднесенням, пронизаним любов'ю до України, 
збереженням етнічного та культурного коріння живе 
і гармонійно розвивається українська громада в 
Канаді. 

Ваше завзяття, самовідданість, терниста дорога 
боротьби за волю України, щира й наполеглива 
праця і участь в розбудові Української державності 
заслуговує найвищої похвали і викликає почуття 
гордості у всіх українців, розвіяних по світах, нади- 
хає на подальші звершення заради святої мети, ім'я 
якій Україна. 


Микола Маймескул 


В моїх спогадах про Канаду назавжди залиша-- 
тиметься помаранчевий колір Оттави у листопаді- 
грудні 2004 року. В ті драматичні дні, коли в Україні 
виборювалася така жадана демократія, серця міль-- 
йонів українців на промерзлому Київському Майдані 
зігрівала та надихала ваша дружня підтримка, ваша 
незламна віра в торжество справедливості. 

Я особисто був свідком того, як по цілій Канаді у 
ті бурхливі часи проводилися мітинги та молебні за 
Україну, її добробут та перемогу демократії. В тому, 
що тоді ми відстояли демократичні цінності, є 
безперечно й ваша заслуга. 

Я щиро сподіваюсь на вашу подальшу підтримку 
України і переконаний, що відносини особливого 
партнерства між нашими країнами будуть дедалі 
міцнішими. 

Залишаючи Канаду, я хочу, щоб ви знали, що ваша 
любов до України є взаємною - Україна так само 
любить усіх вас. 

На все добре і до нових зустрічей! 

Микола Маймескул, 07 лютого 2006p. 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 

суспільні послуги серед української громади 
UCSS - а поп-ргобі organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 

г counselling and advice 

¢ information, referral 

е translation and interpretation 

е assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
г parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


АДВОКАТИ 


LAWYERS 
BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
Ihor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street Edmonton, AB Т5Е 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 845, 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3S9 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
ДЕНТИСТИ ДЕНТУРИСТИ 
Дно HOLYK'S 
Dr. С. Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 013 


(780) 420-1510 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 


12123 -54 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5W 3N4 


Phone: (780) 477-3674 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


Говоримо по-українському 
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США обіцяють Україні 85 мільйонів 


(«ЕогОт»)- Допомога США Україні в 2007 році 
складе 85 мільйонів доларів. Про це повідомляється 
в супровідній довідці до проекту бюджету. 

Зокрема наголошується, що Україна залишається 
найважливішим стратегічним партнером і одним з 
найголовніших партнерів США в Іраку. 

Крім того, успіх демократичних реформ в Україні 
американці вважають головною руховою силою 
всього регіону. 

Гроші США будуть направлені на розвиток демо- 
кратії, розвиток економічних реформ і будівництво 
укриття третього енергоблоку ЧАЕС, передав «5 
канал», 7-го лютого. 

Також повідомляється, що Грузія і Росія отри- 
мають по 58 мільйонів. 

Найменшу суму - п'ять мільйонів - отримає 
Туркменістан. 

Крім вказаної цільової допомоги, додаткове 
фінансування Україна може отримати 13 спеціальних 
гуманітарних програм і міжнародних фондів, що 
фінансуються Вашингтоном. 

Раніше ForUm повідомляв, що Міністр економіки 
України Арсеній Яценюк закликає інвесторів не 
чекати результатів виборів до парламенту в березні 
2006 року, а інвестувати в українську економіку. Та- 
ку заяву він зробив, виступаючи на другій щорічній 
конференції інвесторів "Шлях до процвітання". 

"Вибори в Україні продовжуються нескінченно, 
а гроші заробляти треба завжди. Тому я б радив вам 
не чекати результатів виборів, а орієнтуватися на ті 
активи, які поки відносно дешево продаються в цій 
країні", - підкреслив міністр. 


Нагадуємо також, що Україна сподівається на 
надання статусу країни з ринковою економікою з 
боку США 16 лютого, повідомив заступник міністра 
закордонних справ України Володимир Хандогий у 
Києві. 

"Залишається невиконаною позиція щодо надання 
Україні статусу країни з ринковою економікою з 
боку США. Але тут ми чекаємо найближчим часом 
рішення. Цього рішення ми чекаємо 16 лютого. 
Сподіватимемося, що все-таки це питання буде 
вирішене", - підкреслив Хандогий. 

В той же час він відзначив, що дата 16 лютого не 
є офіційною, оскільки вона не затверджена ні в яких 
документах. Заступник глави МЗС підкреслив, що 
рішення про надання ринкового статусу Україні з 
боку США є швидше технічним питанням, оскільки 
політичне рішення вже є. 

Хандогий також виразив упевненість в тому, що 
створення спільного українсько-російського підпри- 
ємства між НАК "Нафтогаз Україна" і "РосУкр- 
ВБнерго" не вплине негативно на розвиток україн- 
сько-американських двосторонніх відносин. 

Чи "позначиться це (створення СП - ред.) на 
подальших наших відносинах з США? Я думаю, що 
ні. Я не передбачаю ніяких ускладнень наших 
двосторонніх відносин через цю тему", - додав 
Хандогий, відповідаючи на запитання про заяву 
заступника держсекретаря США Деніеля Фріда з 
цього питання. 

Крім того, Хандогий підкреслив, що під час пере- 
говорів з Фрідом, американській стороні була надана 
інформація про створення спільного підприємства. 


Тимошенко написала свою угоду з 


Ющенком 


(Українська правда) -Блок Юлії Тимошенко ne— 
редав до штабів Блоку "Наша Україна" та Соцпартії 
проект договору про створення коаліції після 
парламентських виборів. 

Як повідомляє прес-служба БЮТ, документ 
пропонується підписати БЮТ, "Нашій Україні", 
СПУ та президенту Віктору Ющенку. 

За словами Тимошенко, в документі перераховано 
принципи, "про які говорили на Майдані під час 
Помаранчевої революції, за які люди вийшли на 
вулицю й отримали нову владу". 

Окремим пунктом у проекті договору стоїть 
зобов'язання про нестворення коаліції з Віктором 
Януковичем. 

"Я готова публічно поставити свій підпис і запев-- 
нити, що за моєї участі такої коаліції ніколи не буде 
створено, до цього мене не підштовхнуть ніякі 
обставини", - сказала Тимошенко. 

"Хочеться, щоб 1 Віктор Андрійович Ющенко, і 
Олександр Олександрович Мороз теж поставили 
свої підписи під цим зобов'язанням", - зауважила 
Тимошенко. 


1 Морозом 


У першому пункті проекту угоди, за словами 
Тимошенко, учасники коаліції визнають виняткову 
актуальність проблеми корупції в Україні та потребу 
викорінити "не лише ту корупцію, що залишилась 
у спадщину від старої влади, ай ту, яка сьогодні руй-- 
нує нове життя України, в тому числі й у таких 
фундаментальних газових капітуляціях". 

Газові угоди, "що зруйнували стабільність україн-- 
ської енергосистеми" пропонується скасувати. 

В документі пропонується також забезпечити 
відокремлення бізнесу від влади, повернути в дер- 
жавну власність незаконно приватизовані CTpaTe— 
гічні об'єкти. 

Сторони мають відмовитися від використання 
адмінресурсу та брудних виборчих технологій. 

Також учасники коаліції зобов'язуються притягти 
до відповідальності винних у фальсифікації резуль- 
татів президентських виборів 2004 року та тих, хто 
поширював 1 популяризував ідеї сепаратизму, 
запроваджував репресії щодо ЗМІ. 

Окремим пунктом виписана вимога розслідувати 
справу Гонгадзе й назвати замовників його вбивства. 


Головатого принесуть в жертву парламенту? 


(Українська правда) "Прем'єр-міністр Юрій Єха- 
нуров заявив, що Кабінет міністрів сподівається 
врегулювати питання про звільнення міністра юс- 
тиції Сергія Головатого до 9 лютого. 

Про це він сказав 7 лютого журналістам у Вер- 
ховній Раді, повідомляє Обком з посиланням на 
Українські новини. 

За словами Єханурова, наразі юристи Кабміну 
вивчають отримані документи й у середу зранку буде 
остаточна позиція Кабміну з цього питання. 

Він також відзначив, що зараз не можна призна- 
чити нового міністра, оскільки немає відповідного 
механізму. 

Єхануров сподівається, що остаточне рішення 


буде прийнято протягом доби після того, як вироб- 
лять позиції Кабміну 1 проведуть консультації 3 
юристами Верховної Ради. 

Як повідомлялося, звільнений Радою з посади мі- 
ністра юстиції Головатий вважає доручення прези- 
дента Віктора Ющенко підписати низку конвенцій 
підтвердженням його статусу міністра юстиції. 

23-24 січня Головатий відвідав Страсбург (Фран- 
ція), де від імені України підписав 7 міжнародних 
договорів Ради Європи. 

Таким чином, Ющенко не визнав рішення ВР про 
звільнення Головатого з посади міністра юстиції. 

Як відомо, 19 січня ВР 246 голосами звільнила 
Головатого. 


За газ Янукович готовий платити незалежністю країни? 


(Українська правда)- -Лідер Партії регіонів Вік- 
тор Янукович вважає створення ЄЕП єдиним 
способом вирішення газової кризи. 

"Єдиний реальний шлях вирішення газової кризи 
- це створення Єдиного економічного простору й у 
його рамках вибудобування програми ефективної 
енергетичної політики", - передає слова Януковича 
його прес-служба. 

За словами лідера Партії регіонів, такого висновку 
дійшли учасники переговорів керівників його партії 
i "Єдиної Росії". Янукович переконаний, що в 
рамках ЄЕП буде пряма зацікавленість у тому, щоб 
партнери мали однакові умови для товаровиробників 
в Україні, Росії, Казахстану i Білорусії. 

"Тоді не буде спроб демпінгувати і ставити наших 
товаровиробників у нерівні умови", - пише прес- 
служба. 


За словами Януковича, принцип питання в тому, 
що "наші країни повинні мати єдину енергетичну 
політику". Він зазначив, що в цьому питанні Україна 
бачить свій інтерес у сфері газовій, нафтовій, елек- 
тро- і атомної енергетики. 

На думку лідера Партії регіонів, "тим самим від- 
кривається величезний спектр питань, у яких ми 
можемо співпрацювати і використовувати переваги 
наших країн і, зокрема, України". 

"Росія активно інтегрується в Європейський еко- 
номічний простір і для України дуже важливо, щоб 
цей процес не йшов в обхід нашої держави", - заявив 
Янукович. 

"З колегами з "Єдиної Росії", лідером цієї партії 
Борисом Гризловим, ми дійшли єдиної точки зору, 
що саме в рамках ЄЕП нам бачиться можливим 
розв'язання газової проблеми", - додав він. 
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Multiculturalism portfolio dropped 


Cont. from P. 1 

(Ontario), was first elected to Par- 
liament in 2004 and was re-elected 
in 2006. She has served as the Critic 
for Canadian Heritage and also been 
a member of the Standing Commit- 
tee on Canadian Heritage. 

Hladyshevsky, who is also a 
member of the three-person Ukrai- 
nian community team negotiating 
the terms of the internment redress 
agreement with the government, 
added that his group “would be cau- 
tiously optimistic that the appoint- 
ment of Minister Oda will likely be 
a positive development on complet- 
ing negotiations on internment. The 
reason for that is we, as a group, 
have worked with different commit- 
tee with different committee she has 
participated in, she has Japanese 
Canadian ancestry and is someone 
who is well briefed on the issue and 
the hope is that the federal govern- 
ment will not renege on the Liberal 
promise of the agreement in prin- 
ciple and the $2.5 million (agreed 
to with the previous government) 
plus an honest and fair negotiation 
on a final sum and a final settlement 
process.” 

Goldring said he expects a swift 
resolution because Prime Minister 
Harper stated during the campaign 
that this and the issue of the Chi- 
nese Head Tax would be dealt with. 

During the campaign, the Conser- 
vatives pledged to: “undertake ne- 
gotiations with the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Civil Liberties Association and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation 
of Taras Shevchenko towards an 
agreement concerning measures that 
may be taken to recognize the in- 


ternment of persons of Ukrainian 
origin in Canada during the First 
World War. The goal of these mea- 
sures will be to promote a better 
public understanding of the conse- 
quences of ethnic, religious or ra- 
cial intolerance and discrimination; 
and the important role of the Cana- 
dian Charter of Rights and Free- 
doms in the respect and promotion 
of the values it reflects and the rights 
and freedoms it guarantees.” 

Ukrainian News has put in an of- 
ficial request for an interview with 
Minister Oda. 

Medicine Hat MP Monte Solberg 
was named Minister of Citizenship 
and Immigration — another portfo- 
lio which is of particular interest to 
the Ukrainian Canadian community. 

One of the critical issues is that 
of Denaturalization and Deporta- 
tion, which has been used to launch 
revocation of citizenship proceed- 
ings against octogenarian Ukrainian 
Canadians under the guise of hunt- 
ing “alleged Nazi war criminals” 
without the need to provide any evi- 
dence of any wrongdoing whatso- 
ever. The parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Citizenship and Im- 
migration has recommending 
changing the Citizenship Act to pre- 
vent such civil libertarian abuses by 
making revocation based upon a le- 
gal framework and subject to the 
criteria of “beyond a reasonable 
doubt” instead of the current “Bal- 
ance of probabilities”. 

Answering the UCC question on 
that issue, the Conservative Party re- 
plied: “Conservative members of the 
CIC committee, including our Citi- 
zenship and Immigration critic, 
Diane Ablonezy, wholeheartedly 


6 Ukrainian-origin MPs re-elected 


(UkrNews)— At least six MPs of Ukrainian origin and several non- 
Uksainian-origin members who have strongly supported the Ukrainian 
community in Canada on major issues, were re-elected in the Jan. 23 fed- 


eral election. 


However, one incumbent, and several community activists vying for 
their first term of office, went down to defeat. 

The Conservatives toppled the ruling Liberals wining a minority gov- 
ernment of 124 members to 103 seats for the Liberals, 51 for the Bloc 
Quebecois, 29 for the New Democratic Party and one Independent. 

Prior to their swearing-in ceremony, the Conservatives took another 
seat from the Liberals when Vancouver Kingsway MP David Emerson 
crossed over to assume the position of International Trade Minister. 

Among the Ukrainian Canadians re-elected were Conservatives James 


Bezan (Selkirk-Interlake), Ed Komarnicki (Souris-Moose Mountain), Tom 
Lukiwski (Regina-Lumsden-Lake Centre) and Mark Warawa (Langley), 
Liberal Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Centre) and NDP-er Judy 
Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North). 

In all six cases, their grandparents were the first members of their fami- 
lies to immigrate to Canada. 

All are also members of the Canada-Ukraine Friendship Committee in 
parliament. 

Both Wrzesnewskyj and Wasylycia-Leis submitted columns for Ukrai- 
nian News’ Left to Right series, during the election campaign. 

Among the strong supporters of the Ukrainian community re-elected 
were Conservatives Inky Mark (Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette), Peter 
Goldring (Edmonton East), John Williams (Edmonton-St. Alberta), Ken 
Epp (Edmonton-Sherwood Park), Diane Ablonezy (Calgary Nose Hill), 
Joy Smith (Kildonan-St. Paul), Liberals Andrew Telegdi (Kitchener-Wa- 
terloo) and Ralph Goodale (Wascana). 

Liberal incumbent Walt Lastewka lost his St. Catherines riding by a 
margin of 244 votes. 

Several Ukrainian community activists running for election went down 
to defeat. These included: Conservative Jurij Klufas (Parkdale High Park), 
Liberals Andriy Hladysheysky (Edmonton Strathcona), James Jacuta 
(Edmonton-Leduc), Myron Luezka (Saskatoon-Rosetown-Biggar) and 
NDP-er Mark Wasyliw (Winnipeg South-Centre). 


21 Ukrainians die from cold in 24 hours 


(RFE/RL)—A cold snap in Ukraine killed 21 people on Feb. 7, bring- 
ing the toll since mid-January to nearly 800. The 24-hour toll added to a 
surging death rate since a first cold wave hit Ukraine on Jan. 16. 

The Health Ministry said that most of the deaths occurred during a 
period when temperature plunged to record-breaking lows. The ministry 
says most of those who died were homeless or intoxicated. The ministry 
said іп'а statement that a total of 7,800 people sought medical treatment 
and 4,470 were hospitalized in the same period. 

Temperatures in January fell to below minus 30 degrees Celsius. 

A new cold wave set in on Feb. 5 with temperatures of minus 31 de- 
grees Celsius in the northern Sumy Oblast. 


supported this House of Commons 
report.” 

Goldring, who has been an out- 
spoken critic of the D & D policy, 
said he’s not sure where that would 
fall under the government’s priority 
list, but “that should be one of the 
things that should be considered 
very quickly” because it has the sup- 
port of all the parties, including the 
majority of the Liberals. 

Ulzainian News has also put in a 
request for an interview with 
Solberg, who met with the Ukrai- 
nian community in Toronto Dec. 12, 
during which he stressed the need 
to encourage immigration to Canada 
that could assist specialized trades. 

He also outlined Conservative 

policies that would assist new. im- 
migrants in establishing their pro- 
fessional status or upgrading their 
Canadian skills. 
Hladyshevsky said he was “a little 
disappointed that Diane Ablonczy 
was not given the portfolio, because 
she was in the shadow cabinet in that 
portfolio and had met many times 
with the Ukrainian community and 
was very vocal in her views on the 
Odynsky case and very vocal about . 
her view on enhanced immigration 
from Ukraine.” 

Another critical ministry for the 
Ukrainian Canadian is Foreign Af- 
fairs, which deals with Canada- 
Ukraine relations. 

Former Progressive Conservative 
Party reels Peter MacKay has 
been appointed to that portfolio. 
Ukrainian News has also requested 
an interview with him. 
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Генпрокуратура не знає, Конфлікт у Франції довкола 
теми голодомору в Україні 


чиє тіло фігурує в суді 
у справі Гонгадзе? 


(Українська правда)--На сьогодні не можна стверджувати, що у 
справі за обвинуваченням у вбивстві журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе 
фігурує його тіло. 

Про цев інтерв'ю "Комерсант-Україна", 8 лютого, сказав начальник 
відділу підтримки державного обвинувачення в судах Генпрокуратури 
Володимир Шилов. 

"Розумієте, ми щойно приступили до вивчення доказів, які надало 
слідство. Ми фактично ще навіть до кінця не вислухали свідчення 
хоча б одного підсудного. Сьогодні не досліджено матеріали експертиз, 
не допитано експертів. І я не маю права стверджувати, чиє це тіло", - 
сказав він. 

Шилов не виключив, що у зв'язку з цим одна зі сторін справи може 
замовити ще одну експертизу тіла Гонгадзе. 

Представник Генпрокуратури також відзначив, що, як досліджуваний 
об'єкт у справі, яка перебуває в суді, відсутня голова Гонгадзе. 

"Є інші докази, є маса експертиз. Є інші об'єкти, що дослід- 
жуються...Слідчі провели колосальний обсяг роботи із залученням 
військовослужбовців. Вони місце виявлення трупа практично перерили 
і знайшли там інші голови, інші кістки, що не належать до цієї події", 
- розповів він. 

Також, за словами Шилова, у списку обвинувального висновку немає 
екс-президента Леоніда Кучми й інших колишніх високопосадовців. 
"Однак, ви чули, що Федуром було заявлене клопотання про допит 
низки високопосадовців. Воно не було відхилено, а процедурою 
встановлено, що до питання про допит цих осіб суд може повернутися", 
- сказав він, зазначивши, що не бачить необхідності в їхньому залученні 
на цій стадії розгляду справи. 

Відповідаючи на питання, чи цікавляться долею справи "високі 
чини", Шилов відповів: 

"Вони не дзвонять, я іноді їм дзвоню. Кажу, от ми на такій-то стадії 
процесу. Я інформую, але мене ніхто не попереджав, що я маю 
доповідати, радитися. У суді я спеціально не виходжу з зали засідань, 
щоб потім не було дорікань, що хтось нам вказує". 

За його словами, він зокрема спілкується з генпрокурором, однак не 
прямо, a через його заступника Віктора Кудрявцева, який керує справу. 

Говорячи про фігуранта справи, генерал-полковника міліції у 
відставці Едуарда Фере, який з 2003 року перебуває у комі, Шилов 
зазначив, що "як фігурант з цієї справи він ніде не фігурує, і з 
урахуванням стану здоров'я його ніхто не допитував". 

За словами представника Генпрокуратури, усього в справі Гонгадзе 
планується допитати 47 осіб, допит кожного з яких має займати не 
більше двох-трьох днів. 


Низькі розцінки на міжнародні дзвінки 


Тарас Марусик, Радіо Свобода 

У Франції поглиблюється конфлікт між виклада- 
чем історії університету "Париж-7" імени Дені Дід- 
ро, з одного боку, та громадськими організаціями, 
які об'єднують французів українського походження. 
"Коса на камінь найшла?, як кажуть, у питанні виз- 
нання чи невизнання голодомору в Україні в 1932- 
33 роках. 1 лютого три українські організації Фран- 
ції оприлюднили заяву з цього приводу. 

Перед тим, як подати коротку передісторію цього 
конфлікту, варто згадати, що серед безлічі україн- 
ських громадських організацій високою активністю 
вирізняються ті, які оприлюднили згадану заяву. Це 
Об'єднання французів українського походження, 
Комітет “ Україна-33" і Комітет оборони демократії 
в Україні. 

Отже, коротка передісторія конфлікту така. Гово- 
рить голова Об'єднання французів українського 
походження, професор історії Жак Шевченко: 

"Організації української діаспори виявили в Інтер- 
неті текст, який заперечує існування голодомору в 
1932-33 роках, тож вони поцікавилися, хто автор 
тієї праці. Ним виявилася пані Лакруа-Різ, професор 
сучасної історії університету "Париж-7" імени Дені 
Дідро. Ця дама написала, що голодомор - це німець- 
ко-польсько-ватиканська вигадка": 

По-друге, каже Жак Шевченко, пані Лакруа-Різ 
назвала Українську греко-католицьку церкву фа- 
шистською 1 нацистською. Після цього громадська 
організація "Комітет оборони демократії в Україні", 
яка, серед іншого, має за мету боротьбу проти укра- 
їнофобії, написала листи протесту і викладачці 
університету, і його ректорові, але відповіді не 
одержали. 

Жак Шевченко: "Після цього ми написали мініс- 
трові освіти Франції, але відповіді також не одер- 
жали. Після цього згадана дама вирішила контр- 
атакувати, назвавши тепер організації української 
діаспори фашистськими": 

Цікаво, що пані Лакруа-Різ відома в колах істо- 
риків як один з найяскравіших представників 
неосталінізму, каже Жак Шевченко: 

"Вона звинувачує всіх, хто не поділяє її думки, 


Ми розмовляємо на українській мові! 


Україна........10.9 


Моска  ( 29 


наприклад демографа Алена Блюма, який займався 
цифрами людських втрат під час голодомору в Ук- 
раїні. Оскільки цифри не відповідають її тезам, вона 
повчає його, як досліджувати демографію". 

Відомі французькі історики, редактор праці 
"Чорна книга комунізму" Стефан Куртуа, а також 
Рене Реймон 1 згаданий Ален Блюм вже критикували 
метод дослідження історії пані Лакруа-Різ. Зокрема, 
реагуючи на її тексти, Стефан Куртуа написав, що 
голодомор в Україні був геноцидом, а Ален Блюм 
зазначив: "Рідко коли у всій європейській історії 
голод спричинився до таких значних людських 
втрат... Голод призвів до повного зникнення цілих 
сімей. Він спустошив цілі місцевості..." 

Заява трьох українських організацій Франції є 
відповіддю на таку позицію професора сучасної 
історії університету "Париж-7 "Лакруа-Різ, атакож 
на широку кампанію в Інтернеті, яка вже охопила 
понад 200 сайтів в Європі і Північній Америці, проти 
президента Комітету оборони демократії в Україні 
і голови Комітету " Україна-33" Ніколя Кузена. 

Ніколя (Микола) Кузен є українцем у четвертому 
поколінні. Уродженець другого за величиною 
французького міста Ліона. Ось що він сказав в 
інтерв'ю РС: 

"Треба сказати, що тут, у Франції, багато людей — 
неосталіністи. Вони є останні комуністи, але вони 
думають, що можуть казати, що ми - фашисти". 
Ніколя Кузен каже, що його звинувачення у 
фашизмі, правому екстремізмі викликають у нього 
і здивування. Після третього туру президентських 
виборів в Україні він написав відкритого листа на 
радіостанцію “Kyprya3i”, яка належить найправішій 
у політичному спектрі партії Лє Пена. В листі Ніко- 
ля Кузен звинуватив радіостанцію в суцільному 
фальсифікаті. 

Конфлікт між викладачем історії університету 
"Париж-77" імени Дені Дідро та громадськими 
організаціями, які об'єднують французів 
українського походження, матиме продовження, 
оскільки Жак Шевченко i Ніколя Кузен зустрінуться 
27 лютого з радником президента Франції Жака 
Ширака. 
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Russia, Ukraine delay talks on gas price 


(Ukrainian Journal) - - Russia and Ukraine have made 
little progress on signing a natural gas agreement be- 
tween the two governments putting the sensitive issue 
on hold indefinitely, Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov 
said Feb. 6. 

The development may be a sign that Russia has been 
refusing to guarantee steady natural gas prices for 
Ukraine during the next five years as had been requested 
by the Ukrainian government. 

“We didn’t come to an agreement yet,” Yekhanurov 
said describing the talks between the two governments. 

Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas company, 
and Gazprom, Russia’s gas monopoly, signed an agree- 
ment Jan. 4 making RosUkrEnergo, a Swiss-based 
Gazprom-controlled gas trader, a key gas supplier to 
Ukraine. 

After almost a month of talks, RosUkrEnergo agreed 
on Feb. 2 to stipulate in the contract that it will supply 
gas to Ukraine at $95/1,000 cubic meters during the 
next five years. However, it reserved the right to change 
the price if Central Asian gas producers move to boost 
the prices. 

Keeping the gas price at $95/1,000 cu mis sensitive 
for Ukraine as a higher price would make most of its 
chemical and steel companies, the backbone of the 
economy, unprofitable. 

Turkmenistan, whose gas will be supplied to Ukraine 
by RosUkrEnergo, has already warned that it would 
seek to steeply boost the prices this year, apparently to 
$80/1,000 cu m from $60/1,000 cu m. 

Underscoring these concerns, the Ukrainian govern- 
ment has been seeking the special agreement with the 
Russian government to receive assurances of the steady 
prices during the next five years. 

President Viktor Yushchenko apparently raised the 
issue during phone talks with his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin on Feb. 3. Yushchenko has been also 
seeking the same assurances from Putin on Jan. 11 dur- 


ing their meeting in Astana, Kazakhstan. 

Oleh Rybachuk, the chief of staff at the presidential 
secretariat, who had joined the meeting n Astana, has 
said his understanding was that Putin had agreed to 
keep the prices steady. 

Russia’s apparent refusal to guarantee the steady gas 
prices come despite Ukraine’s agreement to keep gas 
transit fee it charges Gazprom for moving its gas to 
Europe via Ukraine unchanged for five years. 

Ukraine agreed to charge Russia $1.6 for moving 
1,000 cu m of its gas for a distance of 100 km, up from 
$1.09 previously. Other countries in Eastern Europe 
charge Russia $2.5 for moving 1,000 cu m of its gas 
for a distance of 100 km. 


Yekhanurov willing to revisit gas deal 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuriy 
Yekhanuroy said Feb. 8 Ukraine is willing to scrap or 
renegotiate a natural-gas deal with Moscow on gas sup- 
plies if it does not “suit someone in Russia.” 

The deal ended a pricing dispute over the New Year, 
but also created controversy in Ukraine because it raised 
gas prices and involved an intermediary company. That 
company, RosUkrEnergo, is equally owned by Russia’s 
state-controlled Gazprom and a group of unknown in- 
vestors. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Feb. 7 said the 
secret investors were linked to Ukraine, not to Russia. 

Yekhanurov on Feb. 8 denied that and said he or- 
dered officials to ask RosUkrEnergo for more infor- 
mation on its activities and its owners. 

“If somebody finds that any part of RosUkrEnergo 
belongs to Ukraine, I propose that the State Property 
Fund announce a tender today and put it up for auction 
sale for 1 hryvnia [US$0.20].” 

Ukraine’s parliament on Jan. 11 voted to dismiss 
Yekhanurov’s government over the gas deal, but Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko has ignored the vote. 


SS cra 
CE condemns communism over Moscow's opposition 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)-Against Russian-led oppo- 
sition, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE) approved by a simple majority of votes 
on Jan. 25 a report calling for "International Condem- 
nation of the Crimes of Communist Regimes." The 
move in Strasbourg marks the first time that an inter- 
governmental organization, such as the CE, condemns 
the crimes and the ideology of communism. Such a 
step would be inconceivable at the other inclusive in- 
ter-governmental organization, the OSCE, which - for 
all its claims to speak for "values" - is structurally de- 
pendent on Russia and makes a virtue out of the neces- 
sity named "consensus." __ 

A different kind of Russian problem emerged in the 
debates on the anti-communism resolution at PACE: 
Russia's delegation enlisted the support of a sizeable 
contingent of left-leaning European Socialists, hard- 
line leftists, and residual communists to fight the re- 
port. In negotiations prior to the vote, this bloc man- 
aged to delete or dilute some formulations in the re- 
port, even expunging direct references to the Soviet 
Union. Even so, the Russian delegation, along with al- 
lies on the left, tried to kill the document altogether by 
returning it to PACE's Political Committee for further 
revisions. That Committee began work on the report in 
December 2003, initially under the Dutch Christian- 
Democrat Rene van der Linden (currently the presi- 
dent of PACE) and then under the Swedish parliamen- 
tarian Goran Lindblad, both affiliated with the Euro- 
pean People's Party in the Assembly. Ultimately, the 
PACE resolution to approve the report passed narrow- 
ly with 81 in favor, 70 opposed, and some members 
not voting. 

The report notes that the totalitarian communist re- 
gimes formerly in power in Central and Eastern Eu- 
rope, and those still ruling elsewhere, were responsi- 
ble for mass-scale crimes and suppression of human 


U.S. restores trade benefits 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Trade Representative Rob Portman 
announced on Jan. 23 that the United States has rein- 
stated Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) ben- 
efits for Ukraine, international and Ukrainian media 
reported. Ukraine lost these benefits in 2001 after Wash- 
ington found the country guilty of failing to protect 
intellectual-property rights, particularly computer soft- 
ware as well as films and music recorded on compact 
discs. “I commend the government of Ukraine for its 
sustained efforts to crack down on copyright piracy and 
urge the government to continue their efforts,’ Portman 
commented. The GSP provides preferential duty-free 
entry to approximately 3,000 products from designated 
beneficiary countries and territories. In 2002 Washing- 
ton imposed 100 percent tariff sanctions on 575 mil- 
lion worth of Ukrainian exports to the United States. 


rights. Without explicitly equating Communism and 
Nazism, the report calls for condemning these totali- 
tarian ideologies. It calls on all existing communist 
parties to review critically their own past and to ac- 
knowledge and condemn the horrors perpetrated by 
communist regimes. It urges all post-communist par- 
ties and governments in formerly communist-ruled 
countries to encourage the study of the historical record 
of communist regimes, ensure that their crimes are ap- 
propriately reflected in school textbooks, and institute 
national days for commemoration of the victims of 
communist regimes. The report recommends that the 
Council create a working group of experts to process 
information on the crimes of communist regimes. 

Konstantin Kosachey, chairman of the State Duma's 
international affairs committee and head of Russia's del- 
egation to PACE, led the fight against the report. Ko- 
sachev claimed that not all communist regimes were 
criminal or violent, though he did not clarify how he 
categorized the Soviet Union in that regard. "Not ev- 
erything that's red is blood, some of it may be tomato 
juice, Mr. Lindblad" - he lashed out at the rapporteur 
during the official debate. Moreover, Kosachev charged 
that the report seeks to assign to the USSR a share of 
the responsibility for the Second World War and the 
division of Europe. Finally, he contended that Com- 
munist ideology could not be grouped together with 
Nazi ideology under the category of "totalitarian." Im- 
plicitly excusing the former, Kosachev insisted that the 
report must not place those two ideologies on the same 
footing. 

In Moscow, the Kremlin-linked political consultant 
Sergei Markov criticized the PACE report in a similar 
vein. He termed the document a "blow struck against 
Russia as successor to the communist Soviet Union." 
Moreover, according to Markov, PACE is "attempting 
to prop up the undemocratic regimes in the Baltic states, 
Ukraine, and Georgia, the legitimacy of which rests on 
anti-communism". 

It would be unthinkable for German officials to de- 
scribe condemnations of Nazism as blows struck against 
today's Germany or to feel insulted by the pairing of 
Nazism with Communism as totalitarian ideologies. Yet 
this type of attitudes on the part of Russian officials 
seems to be regarded as normal by many European So- 
cialists, judging by PACE's vote. 

Russian Communist leader Gennady Zyuganov sec- 
onded Kosachev's efforts in Strasbourg, though using 
a different line of argument by which he attempted to 
vindicate communism outright. "Latin America is turn- 
ing Red," Zyuganov exulted in this context, alluding 
to Venezuela and Bolivia. The other Russian delegates 
to PACE had to speak more cautiously than this. But, 
while the PACE debate was in progress, Russian ener- 
gy giants Gazprom and Lukoil were rushing to Vene- 
zuela and Bolivia with Kremlin-approved project of- 
fers. 


5 
Ukraine mulls charging Russia 


more for naval base rental 


(RFE/RL) - Ukraine is considering quadrupling the price it charges to 
Russia to base its Black Sea fleet in a Ukrainian port. 

Ukrainian Defense Minister Anatoliy Hritsenko was quoted Jan. 17 as 
making that comment by the newspaper “Kommersant-Ukrayina.” 

The move comes amid deteriorating relations between two countries 
concerning the price of natural gas and on navigation rights in Crimea. 

Ukrainian Deputy Foreign Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko said Kyiv is 
now planning to make an inventory of Ukrainian property used by the 
Black Sea Fleet. 

“We have to make a proper inventory finally,’ Ohryzko said. “We as- 
sume that the Russian side is also interested in this and we hope we will 
meet no obstacles in this regard. Otherwise, Russia will be obviously vio- 
lating its obligations.” 

Under a 1997 agreement, Ukraine allowed Russia’s Black Sea Fleet to 
remain in the Ukrainian port of Sevastopol until 2017, charging an annual 
rate of some $98 million. 


Russia illegally using facilities 

(RFE/RL)— The Property Fund of the Crimean Autonomous Republic has 
charged that the Russian Back Sea Fleet illegally occupies 96 facilities in 
Crimea, Interfax-Ukraine reported. According to the fund, these proper- 
ties are not mentioned in a Russian-Ukrainian agreement on the division 
of belongings of the former Soviet Navy. The fund also charged that the 
fleet command has sublet 25 properties it leases in Crimea without seek- 
ing the approval of the Ukrainian side, as stipulated by the agreement. 


Putin admits gas used as weapon 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Russian President Vladimir Putin said Jan. 31 a re- 
cent steep hike in natural gas prices that it charges former Soviet Union 
nations will help it to better promote Russia’s foreign policy agenda. Rus- 
sia has so far been denying speculations that the gas price hike had been 
politically motivated to punish countries like Ukraine and Georgia for 
their pro-Western policy. 
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Optimistic signs 


Early indications from the new Conservative government’s appointments 
to cabinet and parliamentary secretary positions are positive for the Ukrai- 
nian community in an overall sense. 

While no Ukrainian Canadians were appointed to cabinet, three — Ed 
Komarnicki, Tom Lukiwski and Mark Warawa — did make it as parlia- 
mentary secretaries. 

Among the disappointments are that Diane Ablonczy, who as Citizen- 
ship and Immigration Critic was outspoken in her support for the Ukrai- 
nian community in its struggle against the injustice of the Denaturaliza- 
tion and Deportation policy, did not make it into cabinet. Having amassed 
a considerable knowledge of citizenship and immigration issues during 
her tenure as critic and her work on the Citizenship and Immigration Com- 
mittee (CIC), she would have been a natural. 

Another disappointment is that neither Inky Mark, nor Peter Goldring, 
both of whom have been very effective representatives for our commu- 
nity, made it as either ministers or parliamentary secretaries. 

Nevertheless, the new Citizenship and Immigration Minister Monte 
Solberg, who was finance critic in the previous should be effective in that 
portfolio. What’s more is that the Conservative policy on the recommen- 
dations of the CIC, including replacing the current flawed process with a 
Judicial опе is quite clear and explicit (as opposed to the waffling of the 
official Liberal response to the Ukrainian Canadian Congress’ question- 
naire). Considering these recommendations have the support of the vast 
majority of MPs (the former minister of citizenship being a notable ex- 
ception) it should have an easy time sailing through the House and, for 
that reason, deserves to be put near the front of the priority list. We can 

also be encouraged by the fact that the Citizenship Minister’s parliamen- 
tary secretary is of Ukrainian origin. 

As for immigration issues, while the Conservative Party has not placed 
much emphasis on family reunification in its policy pronouncements, it 
has nevertheless made it clear that Canada needs more skilled workers 
and would strive to make it easier for skilled immigrants with foreign 
credentials to be certified in Canada. This is one of the reforms our com- 
munity is looking for. We will have to work on making the government 
more aware of family reunification issues. 

Where negotiations for redress are concerned, the Conservative gov- 
ernment is committed to them. What is unclear is whether it accepts those 
points that were agreed upon by the community and the previous Liberal 
administration, or wants to start anew. This is something the UCC, UCCLA 
and the Taras Shevchenko Foundation will have to get clarified. 

Another matter for clarification will also be how the new government 
will approach Multiculturalism. While Multiculturalism no longer falls 
under its own portfolio, the Conservative Party nevertheless committed 
itself to maintaining the principles of the Multiculturalism Act in its reply 
to the UCC. There is reason to be optimistic here too, but the UCC should 
ask for a meeting with the new heritage Minister at the earliest moment so 
a lot of these questions could be answered. 

Relations with Ukraine will also be an important benchmark of govern- 
ment policy in the upcoming months. Much depends upon the outcome of 

the parliamentary elections in Ukraine and what kind of coalitions will be 
formed. Canada’s support for the continued democratization of Ukraine 
will be of utmost importance as will Canada’s support for Ukraine on the 
international field — particularly after we’ve seen the lengths to which 


Russia is prepared to use its economic clout to further its imperialistic 
foreign policy goals. 
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A Community Agenda 


In an advertisement placed in the January 11 — Feb- 
ruary 7 issue of Ukrainian News, three Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Liberal candidates in Edmonton — Andriy 
Hladyshevsky (Edmonton Strathcona), Jim Jacuta 
(Edmonton-Leduc) and Nicole Martel (nee Shymko) 
(Edmonton East) — published a program advancing is- 
sues important to our Ukrainian Canadian community. 

Included were the following points 

» Supporting amendments to the Citizenship Act to 
eliminate any unfair procedures in the area of deporta- 
tion and denaturalization; 

» Supporting new legislation to STOP Human Traf- 
ficking; 

e Supporting an enhanced immigration section at the 
Canadian Embassy in Ukraine; 

» Supporting the creation of a Ukrainian Consulate 
in Edmonton; 

г Supporting continued funding of cultural organi- 
zations in our community; 

г Supporting federal funding to open the proposed 
new Ukrainian Canadian Archives & Museum of 
Alberta (UCAMA); 

e Supporting the Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA) and its many projects in Ukraine; 

г Supporting the Canada Corps and the Canadian 


Editorials 


Election Observer Mission for the Ukrainian Parlia- 
mentary Elections in March 2006; 

» Supporting funding for Radio Canada International 
(RCI) and other broadcasting activity in Ukrainian; 

» Supporting the Acknowledgement, Commemora- 
tion, and Education (ACE) program of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Internment operations; 

» Supporting efforts to expand new business and trade 
opportunities with Ukraine. 

Irrespective of the fact that none of them won elec- 
tion, the program that they put forward remains as a 
concise, but still comprehensive, articulation of the 
major concerns of the Ukrainian community in Canada 
and the steps that should be taken to address them. 

The issues they brought forward are issues that af- 
fect our community as a whole and are issues that cross 
party lines. For this they deserve credit. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress and its constitu- 
ent organizations should adopt this program as a non- 
partisan (or multi-partisan) agenda for our Ukrainian 
community in Canada at large. 


Liberal leadership race critical 


Although the federal Liberal Party appears to be in 
disarray following the Conservative elections victory, 
it has shown an historic resiliency in the past. That is 
what makes the upcoming leadership race so critical. 

What makes it especially so for the Ukrainian com- 
munity is that fact that at least two of the people being 
mentioned as possible contenders for the leadership 
could be very dangerous to our community. 

They are Michael Ignatieff and Joe Volpe. 

Many members of our community got involved dur- 
ing the election campaign on behalf of such Liberal 


candidates as Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Andriy 
Hladyshevsky, James Jacuta, Nicole Martel, Walt 
Lastewka and others. 

They are now in a position to have a voice in the 
election of the new leader. 

It’s important that all of them stay on top of devel- 
opments and exercise their voting rights in the leader- 
ship race. Hopefully our community may find a candi- 
date it can support for positive reason, instead of just 
being opposed to those who we definitely don’t want 
to win. 


The Best and the Worst List for 2005 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

Almost everyone has a favorite list or two at this time 
of the year: best movies, best books, person of the year. 
I would like to put forward my BEST and WORST or 
BaWL dealing with things of particular interest to the 
global Ukrainian community. My candidates include 
governments, individuals, books, places, etc., that con- 
tributed to or undermined Ukrainian issues in 2005. 
BEST 

1. Ukraine's former Prime Minister Yulia Tymosh- 
enko for winning the Orange Revolution and defeating 
elections fraud. 

2. Ukraine's President Viktor Yushchenko for becom- 
ing the inaugurated 3rd President despite assassination 
attempts and elections fraud. 

3. The Wrzesnewskyj Family Dopomoha Founda- 
tion for ongoing support of Ukraine focused initiatives, 
the latest, a donation of $70,000 to Ukrainian Studies, 
Ottawa University. 

4. Myroslava Gongadze for continuing to seek jus- 
tice for the murder of her journalist husband Heorhiy. 

5. Patriarch Lubomyr Husar, Ukrainian Greek Cath- 
olic Church and Patriarch Filaret, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church for their united, clear and strong stance on the 
independence of both Churches from Moscow. 

6. Ukrainian Canadian Congress for obtaining a set- 
tlement of $2,000,000 from Canada's government for 
the internment of Ukrainians during WWI. 

7. The members of the Liberal party in Etobicoke 
Lakeshore for protesting the hijacking of the candidate 
nomination process in their constituency. 

8. The 500 Canadians who went to Ukraine as elec- 
tions monitors. 

9. The Synod of the Ukrainian Catholic Church for 
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declaring in Winnipeg its need to reach out, work close- 
ly with its laity and 

10. The parents in a mixed marriage for teaching their 
children Ukrainian. 
WORST 

1. President Viktor Yushchenko for the inability to 
move on the promises of the Orange Revolution and 
creating serious confusion among Ukraine's electorate. 

2. President Viktor Yushchenko, again, for giving 
away more than was required in a rapprochement with 
his former presidential opponent Victor Yanukovych. 

3. Former German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder for 
accepting a position with Gazprom, the Russian state 
controlled energy giant, becoming a de facto employ- 
ee of President Putin. 

4. Government of Russia for using energy to exert 
pressure in the March 2006 parliamentary elections. 

5. Michael Ignatieff, the Liberal parachute candidate 
in Etobicoke Lakeshore for published defamatory com- 
ments against Ukrainians. 

6. Jean Augustine, outgoing Member of Parliament, 
Etobickoke Lakeshore for inappropriate comments on 
radio implying that members of the Liberal Party who 
protested Ignatieff's candidacy were not Canadians. 

7. Ukrainian Canadian Congress for getting only $2 
million out of 25 allocated to all the internees of WWI. 
Ukrainians constituted the majority of the interned. 

8. The government of Ukraine for failing to regulate 
smoking and drinking of minors. 

9 & 10. Your selection. 


Is an Orange-Blue coalition possible in Ukraine? 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Just a year ago, the idea 
of a union between president-elect Viktor Yushchenko 
and his arch-rival Viktor Yanukovych, defeated and dis- 
graced by vote-rigging accusations, would have been 
bizarre. But current realities make quite possible a coa- 
lition between Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine and 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions (PRU) after the March 
parliamentary election. This is because of the constitu- 
tional amendments that came into force on Jan. 1, ac- 
cording to which a majority in parliament, rather than 
President Yushchenko, will appoint the cabinet after 
the election. Our Ukraine and PRU may well form the 
majority, unnatural as it may seem. 

The PRU is the undisputed leader going into the elec- 


tions, but its lead is not as comfortable as to ensure 
control of more than half of the seats in the next parlia- 
ment. The chance of forming a majority with natural 
anti- Yushchenko allies like the United Social Demo- 
crats, Volodymyr Lytvyn’s Bloc, or the Communists is 
low because those allies are so unpopular that it will be 
hard for most of them to even clear the 3% vote bar- 
rier. This means that the PRU will have to seek part- 
ners in the opposite camp in order to form a cabinet. 
PRU’s strength grew out of the crumbling of the Ora- 
nge coalition, particularly following the dismissal of 
Yulia Tymoshenko’s cabinet in September. Our Ukraine 
has been trying to revive the Orange Revolution coali- 
tion, but obstacles to this process look more and more 
insurmountable as time goes by. Our Ukraine has of- 
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Yushchenko’s referendum threat rings hollow 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)— President Viktor 
Yushchenko used the dual anniversary of 
Ukraine’s unification into an independent 
state in 1919 and his own inauguration in 
January 2005 to provide concrete suggestions 
to escape the political crisis resulting from 
parliament’s Jan. 10 vote of no confidence in 
his government. In an address to the country 
Yushchenko outlined a long list of achieve- 
ments made in his administration’s first year 
in office, such as media freedom, reducing 
the shadow economy, and improving social 
welfare and pensions. 

Yushchenko also claimed, “Together we 
have proved that the Ukrainian nation is ca- 
pable of building a modern, independent, and 
democratic state.” He continued, “Today we 
say: Yes, I am a citizen of Ukraine апа І am 
proud of it. This is the main achievement of 
the first year of my presidency.” 

Yushchenko also stressed Ukraine’s demo- 
cratic breakthrough under his watch. The New 
York-based Freedom House upgraded 
Ukraine from “partly free” to “free” in 2006. 
Yushchenko declared, “The year of 2005 was, 
first of all, the year when our community re- 
vised its values. And this is its historical sig- 
nificance. We have taken a new look at our- 
selves and our country, its history and its fu- 
ture.” 

On the day of his address, Yushchenko also 
issued a long decree outlining steps to ensure 
that the March 26 parliamentary elections will 
be free and fair. He called upon Ukraine’s 
political forces to sign а memorandum in sup- 
port of free and fair elections. 

Ukraine has not held free and fair elections 
since 1994, before the reign of former presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma. The 1998 and 2002 
parliamentary elections used a mix of propor- 
tional and first-past-the-post voting, and the 
contests for the 250 first-past-the-post seats 
saw abuse of “state-administrative resources” 
that helped propel pro-Kuchma officials and 
businessmen to victory. The 2006 elections 
will be held using a fully proportional law that 
reduces the opportunities for such abuse. 

Yushchenko’s address heeded the call of 


many politicians to accept the legitimacy of 
the constitutional reforms that went into ef- 
fect on January 1. “But, I do not regard them 
as ideal.” Yushchenko reiterated that the 
amendments had been made without the in- 
put of Ukraine’s citizens and therefore, “so- 
ciety should give its views regarding consti- 
tutional changes”. 

Earlier Yushchenko had said that the 
changes “were an anti-constitutional action, 
hidden from the people”. Since spring 2005 
there have been periodic threats by 
Yushchenko, his staff, and then-prime minis- 
ter Yulia Tymoshenko to hold a referendum 
about the reforms. 

Over the summer threats to hold a referen- 
dum faded, and Interior Minister Yuriy 
Lutsenko told Kommersant-Daily that 
Yushchenko had come around to accepting 
constitutional reforms. 

This apparent shift of presidential opinion 
failed to reduce fears that Yushchenko would 
call a referendum. Parliament has deliberately 
stalled the swearing in of Constitutional Court 
judges for this very reason. Currently the 
Court does not have the quorum necessary to 
function, thus Yushchenko is unable to appeal 
to the Constitutional Court over the legality 
of the December 2004 constitutional changes. 

Yushchenko’s threats to hold a referendum 
are unlikely to materialize for at least five rea- 
sons. 

First, Yushchenko did not agree to the con- 
stitutional reforms under duress. The changes 
were proposed during the December 2004 
roundtable negotiations, a time when over a 
million Orange supporters had filled the 
streets of Kyiy. During those days, 
Yushchenko also had the support of the mili- 
tary, the intelligence services, and elements 
of the Interior Ministry, while both Kuchma 
and then-prime minister Viktor Yanukovych 
were increasingly powerless. 

Second, unlike the Yulia Tymoshenko bloc, 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc always sup- 
ported constitutional reforms. Our Ukraine 
differed from the centrist Kuchma camp and 
the political left (Communists, Socialists) only 
on timing. Our Ukraine insisted they should 


Is an Orange-Blue 


fered a coalition accord to the other parties 
that used to form the Orange camp, but are 
now running in the race separately: 
Tymoshenko’s Bloc, the Socialist Party, the 
Kostenko-Plyushch bloc, and the Pora-Re- 
forms and Order bloc (Pora-PRP). An agree- 
ment on the distribution of posts in the future 
cabinet has been part of this draft, Our Ukraine 
campaign manager Roman Bezsmertny told 
the Lviv-based Expres daily. 

The would-be partners reacted to the draft 
coldly. Socialist leader Oleksandr Moroz called 
the idea of sharing portfolios before the elec- 
tion “nonsense,” and Рога leader Vladyslav 
Kaskiv said Our Ukraine should first “cleanse” 
its ranks. Tymoshenko has made it clear that 
her bloc would be party to the accord only if 
she were offered the prime minister’s post. 
Other conditions put forward by Tymoshenko 
included revision of the gas trade accords with 
Russia reached this year and resumption of rep- 
rivatization. Bezsmertny and Prime Minister 
Yuriy Yekhanurov have dismissed Tymoshen- 
ko’s conditions as inadmissible in principle. 

Our Ukraine can safely ignore the objec- 
tions from players like Pora-PRP and 
Kostenko-Plyushch, whose chances of pass- 
ing the barrier to parliament are slim anyway. 
The Socialists will have to eventually agree 
to the role of a junior partner, as they are no 
political heavyweights. But Tymoshenko’s 
refusal to cooperate on Our Ukraine’s condi- 
tions sounds the death-knell of a new Orange 
majority, as Tymoshenko’s bloc is among the 
three favorites in the race, the other two be- 
ing the PRU and Our Ukraine. Our Ukraine, 
especially its liberal business wing, will never 
agree to another Tymoshenko cabinet, remem- 
bering her infamous reprivatization campaign 

and attempts to purge the Yushchenko team 
of “the businessmen.” 

Those “businessmen want a compromise 
with PRU,” the pro-Tymoshenko weekly 
Svoboda warns in its latest issue. It mentions 
former cabinet ministers David Zhvania and 


coalition possible? 


Yevhen Chervonenko, both from Our 
Ukraine’s business wing, among those seek- 
ing the compromise. Also according to 
Svoboda, the leader of the PRU parliamen- 
tary faction, Raisa Bohatyryova, recently sug- 
gested forming “a political council along the 
Yanukovych- Yushchenko axis for the sake of 
national security.” 

Bezsmertny and Yekhanurov are apparently 
not against some kind of an agreement with 
the PRU. Yekhanurov admitted in a recent 
interview with Glavred that Tymoshenko 
might be a more serious enemy for Our 
Ukraine than the PRU, because Tymoshenko 
and Our Ukraine fight for the same elector- 
ate. And Bezsmertny, speaking in the inter- 
view with Expres, did not rule out the idea of 
forming a cabinet together with PRU, if his 
efforts to revive the Orange coalition failed. 

Vadym Karasyov of the Institute of Global 
Strategies has opined in Ukrayinska pravda 
that a coalition between Our Ukraine and PRU 
may have positive consequences for Ukrai- 
nian statehood, such as “legitimizing the na- 
tional government across all Ukraine” — as 
the PRU-dominated southeast has not ac- 
cepted Yushchenko as true leader of the na- 
tion — and “removing the issue of Ukraine’s 
federalization from the agenda.” Federaliza- 
tion, which is firmly rejected by Our Ukraine, 
has been among the PRU’s main campaign 
slogans along with giving official status to the 
Russian language. 

On Feb. 6, Serhiy Ratushnyak, an ally of 
parliamentary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn, 
claimed that Our Ukraine and PRU have al- 
ready concluded a secret accord, according 
to which Yanukovych would get the post of 
prime minister in the would-be coalition gov- 
ernment, and Yekhanurov would be relegated 
to his first deputy, while Bezsmertny would 
replace Lytvyn as speaker. Ratushnyak’s state- 
ment was dismissed as a dirty trick by former 
justice minister Roman Zvarych of Our 
Ukraine and Taras Chornovil of PRU. 


come into effect after the March 2006 elec- 
tions, while the Kuchma camp and the left 
supported their introduction after the 2004 
elections. 

Third, Yushchenko did not avail himself of 
the president’s extensive powers contained in 
the constitution that was in effect through until 
2005. Why call a referendum to restore pow- 
ers he had squandered? 

Fourth, if Yushchenko had agreed on the 
constitutional reforms merely a tactical ruse 
to overcome the December 2004 presidential 
crisis, he could have scheduled a referendum 
immediately after coming to power in Janu- 
ary 2005. Tymoshenko, then prime minister, 
would have wholeheartedly supported such a 
move at a time when the opposition was still 
in disarray. But since being removed as prime 
minister in September 2005, Tymoshenko has 
moved towards support for constitutional re- 
forms. 
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Fifth, Yushchenko cannot risk alienating the 
Socialists by calling a referendum, as he will 
need them in any coalition in the 2006 parlia- 
ment. The Socialists will abandon Yushchen- 
ko if he goes ahead with a constitutional ref- 
erendum. 

These five arguments suggest that a con- 
stitutional referendum would only be called 
if the March elections go badly for Yush- 
chenko. Like Kuchma in 1996, Yushchenko 
would seek a referendum because he did not 
like the political configuration of the new 
parliament. 

By threatening to hold a referendum on con- 
stitutional reforms, Yushchenko is misplacing 
his energy. Instead, he needs to focus on win- 
ning the 2006 elections, re-uniting the Orange 
camp (that he himself divided by firing 
Tymoshenko in September 2005), and creating 
a pro-reform and pro-presidential parliamentary 
majority in the newly elected parliament. 


KU ready to 


Start talks on 


‘enhanced’ partnership accord 


By Ahto Lobjakas 

(RFE/RL)—The EU external relations 
commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner has 
said consultations on a new, “enhanced” part- 
nership treaty between the EU and Ukraine 
may start as early as this year. However, she 
made clear Feb. 1 after meeting Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk that the new 
accord — to replace the current Partnership 
and Cooperation Treaty which expires in 2008 
— will not offer Ukraine an EU membership 
perspective. 

Ferrero-Waldner said talks on replacing the 
current EU-Ukraine Partnership and Coopera- 
tion Agreement (PCA), which expires in 2008, 
could start this year: “In principle I could 
imagine these consultations to happen still this 
year. And then, of course, it [is] as always, a 
matter [for] the two parties to see where we 
go. Until now, we have been working very 
well and quite speedily with the Ukrainian 
partners, so hopefully we can also go along 
speedily, but this [can] not be foreseen now.” 

The commissioner said that before the talks 
could begin, some outstanding PCA “priori- 
ties” must be achieved. She went on to iden- 
tify the fulfillment by Ukraine of requirements 
set by the World Trade Organization as being 
of paramount importance. Ferrero-Waldner 
noted that the Ukrainian parliament is cur- 
rently blocking this, but said she expects the 
situation to change after the elections. 

The Ukrainians didn’t quite get what they 
wanted. Speaking at the foreign affairs com- 
mittee of the European Parliament on Jan. 31, 
Foreign Minister Tarasyuk said Ukraine wants 
the new treaty with the EU to recognize the 
country’s aspirations for membership. 

Feb. 1, Ferrero-Waldner made clear that will 
not happen. She said that while the EU does 
not want to “prejudge” the chance of Ukraine 
joining, relations with the country will for the 
foreseeable future be pursued under the EU’s 
European Neighborhood Policy. That policy 
explicitly avoids addressing the issue of EU 
membership. 

Speaking briefly about the possible content 
of the new cooperation agreement, Ferrero- 
Waldner said it could lead to the creation of a 
free trade area between the EU and Ukraine. 

Also in Brussels Feb. 1, the European 
Parliament’s “rapporteur” on the neighbor- 
hood policy, Charles Tannock, said the par- 
liament continues to support Ukraine’s EU 
membership and believes the recent political 


upheavals have not affected the country’s di- 
rection. 

“In my report, which was passed in the ple- 
nary only a couple of weeks ago, this parlia- 
ment reconfirmed a European perspective for 
Ukraine and we are obviously watching the 
elections very, very closely,” Tannock 
said.” W believe in the parliament, and I do 
personally as the rapporteur, that the demo- 
cratic elements of the Orange Revolution and 
the birth of civil society and the freedom of 
the press are intact.” 

Ukraine’s upcoming elections could be a 
crucial turning point. Ferrero-Waldner under- 
lined that the March 26 parliamentary polls 
will be a milestone for Ukraine: “These will 
be really very important elections and we do 
look forward to seeing free and really fair elec- 
tions in Ukraine. We know that [and] the 
Ukrainian foreign minister told me [that] this 
government [and] President Yushchenko are 
absolutely committed to having this happen.” 

The question of visas was also discussed. 
Ferrero-Waldner said the EU-Ukrainian visa- 
facilitation negotiations could come to an end 
“rather soon.” EU sources said an agreement 
could be signed in late February or early March. 

Foreign Minister Tarasyuk on Feb. 1 indi- 
cated Ukraine expects the easing of EU visa 

tules to be the first step on the road towards a 
complete abolition of the visa requirement by 
the bloc: “As to the non-visa regime as an 
ultimate objective of both Ukraine and the Eu- 
ropean Union, as far as I’m informed this is 
the understanding of both delegations [and] 
certainly this is an objective which requires a 
lot of time and effort.” 

Also in Brussels, former Prime Minister 
Yuliya Tymoshenko on Feb. | sharply criti- 
cized President Viktor Yushchenko and the 
current government for the deal that brought 
a temporary halt to the Russian-Ukrainian 
standoff over gas prices in early January. 

Tymoshenko said the agreement is “ex- 
tremely damaging” for Ukraine, making the 
country more dependent on Russia. 
Tymoshenko also called for an international 
inquiry looking into the origins of 
RosUkrEnergo, the company mediating the 
gas deliveries between Russia and Ukraine. 

However, both Tymoshenko and Tarasyuk 
indicated that differences over the deal do not 
rule out another alliance between forces led 
by Yushchenko and Tymoshenko herself af- 
ter the elections. 


Ukraine expels Russian CIS expert 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian border guards de- 
ported Russian political scientist Kiryll 
Froloy, a section head in Russia’s Institute of 
the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS), from Simferopol in Crimea on Jan. 27, 
Ukrainian and Russian news agencies re- 
ported. 

Froloy was detained at a local airport in 
Simferopol earlier the same day after making 
remarks that Ukraine has allegedly compiled 
“black lists” of Russians who are not wanted 


in that country. 

Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Vasyl Filipchuk said banning foreign citizens 
from entering Ukraine is a prerogative of law- 
enforcement and judicial bodies. 

“According to Ukrainian legislation, the 
Foreign Ministry is not empowered to impose 
entry bans on citizens of other countries, and 
there are no endorsed black lists of Russian 
citizens initiated by the Foreign Ministry,” 
Filipchuk added. 


Українські поселенці по цілому 
світі стараються плекати і затри- 
мати свої чудові народні традиції 
та урочисті святкування. 15 січня 
відбувся величавий Різдвяний 
Концерт Українських Молодіж- 
них Ансамблів а саме чоловічого 
хору «Оріон», жіночого хору «Ле- 
вада», духової оркестри «Аван- 
гард» та Юних Барабанщиків під 
вмілою диригентурою талантови- 
того Роман Ясінського в заповне-- 
ній церкві Успення Пресвятої bo— 
городиці у Міссіссага. Диспону-- 
ючи многогранним репертуаром 
колядок і щедрівок, Українські 
Молодіжні Ансамблі, у складі 
яких є понад сто учасників звели-- 
чали свято Різдва Христового, Ha— 
родження Божого Сина та покло- 
нились Йому високоякісним хоро- 
вим та інструментальним мистец- 
твом. Присутні мали нагоду пи- 
шатись досконало виконаними 
творами із музичної скарбниці 
Стеценка, Бортнянського, Леон- 
товича, Гайворонського та інших. 
Надзвичайний торжественний 
настрій домінував протягом всьо- 
го святкового концерту завдяки 
високої майстерності виконавців, 
співаків як рівнож і музикантів. 

Українські Молодіжні Ансамб- 
лі це унікальна мистецька одиниця 
у діаспорі яка поєднує усіх від най- 
старших до наймолодших 1 постій- 
но заохочує молодше покоління 
приєднуватись до їхнього складу. 

Концерт відкрив наш улюбле- 
ний Владика Кир Стефан Хміляр, 
опікун української молоді, молит- 
вою за Український Нарід Кир 


Андрея, а відтак мішаний хор, 
немов продовження вступної мо- 
литви, з пасторальною ніжністю 
виконав "Богородице Діво" А. 
Гнатишина. Солістка Стефанія 
Плотник своїм чудовим професій- 
ним сопраном надавала особливо- 
го чару цій композиції. Виконання 
“A Вскликнули Янголи" К. Сте- 
ценка мішаним хором прозвучало 
величаво що свідчить про високу 
майстреність хорового мистецтва. 
Немов небо відкрилось 1 прек- 
расний, небесний спів наповнив 
Церкву Успення Пресвятої Бого- 
родиці не тільки духовостю але і 
радістю: Христос Раждається, 
Славіте! Язици розумієте, Ako з 
нами Бог, яко з нами Бог. Важ- 
ливим фактом остається що міша- 
ний хор Українських Молодіжних 
Ансамблів, один з найбільших в 
Північній Америці, зазнав великої 
слави подорожуючи по Канаді, 
Америці та у 1990р. з тритиж- 
невим турне по Україні з Кир 
Ізидором Борецьким, невпинно 
плекаючи літургійне, класичне, 
народне, патріотичне та сучасне 
хорове мистецтво. 

Виступ чоловічого хору «Орі- 
он» викликав надзвичайно теплий 
відгук слухо-глядача коли приві- 
тав святочну громаду колядкою за 
старо-болгарським мотивом “3 
Нами Бог"ар. В. Кардаша та 
"Добрий Вечір Тобі" К. Стеценка. 
Хор прозвучав певно, зіспівано з 
особливою чіткою дикцією. Ніж- 
не мурмурандо в "Чи Дома, До- 

7? К. Стеценка витворило заду- 
шевну співчутливість, a “A В Єру- 


Юні Барабанщики вітають Владику Кир Стефана Хміляра. 
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Українські Молодіжні Ансамблі Торонта величають данні 


Українські Молодіжні Ансамблі --- мішаний хор «Оріон», і «Левада», та духова оркестра «Авангард» 
під диригентурою Романа Ясінського. 


салимі" O. Концевича заслуговує 
на окреме відмічення через дуєт 
довголітніх солістів Богдана Тем- 
нюка і Віктора Шевеля, заслу- 
женого артиста України. Особли- 
вим моментом був перший виступ 
з хором соліста-баса Олега Бел- 
кіна з Отави із своїм гарним дра- 
матичним голосом. Його маєста- 
тичний заспів збагачував красу 
твору Т. Купчинського "Не Плач, 
Рахиле". Надзвичайним подарун- 
ком цього року у жіночім хоровім 
ансамблю виявились молоді 
обличчя, нові голосові таланти- 
мов квіти на полі музичного мис- 
тецтва. Хор «Левада» звучав як 
справжній хор ангелів до з'яви 
Божої Матері надаючи творові 
“Ha Йорданській Річці" К. Сте- 
ценка значно молитовного харак - 
теру. Роман Ясінський цікаво i 
оригінально випровадив цю ком-- 
позицію ніжним мурмурандом, 
прекрасним піяннісімом та чудо-- 
вим фразуванням. Любо було слу-- 
хати високоякісну майстерність 
хорового мистецтва. Окремої yBa— 
ги заслуговує колядка A. Гнати- 
шина "Возвеселімся" в якій мило- 
звучні голоси та прекрасні мело-- 
дійні ходи зливались з дзвінкістю 
гри на бандурах капели «Золоті 
Струни» при Церкві Успення Пре- 
святої Богородиці під мистецьким 
керівництвом Віри Зелінської. 
Оригінальний виступ духової 


оркестри "Авангард, одна 3 най- 
більш професійних та потужних 
на Північно- Американським KOH- 
тиненті, вказував на старанну ви- 
конавчу підготовку. Чудові нюан- 
си в динаміці, культурність звуку 
та досконалість інструментально- 
го балансу у вязанках як "Радість 
Бог Нам Посила,Бог Ся Раждає, 
По Всьому Світі 3a Д. Січинським 
i K. Стеценком, інстр. Р. Ясінсь- 
кого і в Різдвяні Стихирі "Слава 
Во Вишних Богу"? Д. Бортнянсь- 
кого, інстр. Р. Ясінського виклика- 
ли позитивний відгук від присут- 
ніх. Обовязково треба признати 
що ніхто не чарує аудиторії як 
найменші таланти "Юні Барабан- 
щики? які продемонстрували 
свою майстерність у "Малому Ба- 
рабанщику? під диригентурою 
Олександра Левковича та у слав- 
ному "Щедрику" М. Леонтовича, 
інстр. Я Зирянова і створили 
загальне піднесення в Церкві Ус- 
пення Пресвятої Богородиці. Вис- 
туп наймолодших учасників свід- 
чить про те що Ансамблеве гасло 
"Плекаймо наші рідні традиції і 
звичаї та вщіплюймо їх нашій 
молоді" є дійсним. Знаючи що 
Українські Молодіжні Ансамблі 
постійно плекають нові музичні 
таланти, було б великою неспра- 
ведливістю не згадати Ігора Сива- 
ника який чудесно випровадив 
оркестру у вязанці "Нова Радість 


Стала, Ходив Походив Місяць і 
Нині Адаме"? інстр. Ю. Гойдала. 

Короною Різдвяного Концерту 
був високо масштабний з'єднаний 
виступ хористів і музикантів. Са- 
ме сценічне мистецтво, унікаль- 
ний кольоритний образ, наповню- 
вали серця присутніх почуттям 
радости і любови до багатства 
нашої рідної культури. І ось про- 
лунала колядка "Всяческая Днесь 
Радости" у торжественному нас- 
трої, а завершенням святкової 
програми це була монументально- 
грандіозна коляда-гимн "Бог 
Предвічний? у виконанні усіх 
учасників. Яка насолода для душі 
ТТучні оплески одушевленої пуб- 
ліки були виявом вдячности за 
пречудний музичний дарунок. 
Після урочистого святкування у 
церкві, гості та рідні мали нагоду 
спілкуватись з усіми виконавцями 
у церковній залі при теплій каві 
та солодащах. 

Українські Молодіжні Ансамб- 
лі є гордістю не тільки Торонта 
але цілої діаспори, а їх високо- 
якісна мистецька праця є гідна 
подиву та найбільшої підтримки. 
Велике признання диригентові 
Романові Ясінському, акомпанья- 
торці Наталії Загорбинській та 
усім членам цеї унікальної мис- 
тецької одиниці. 

Многая і Благая Літа! 

Присутний 


Різдвяний концерт при 
ОУК в Едмонтоні 


Леся Максимів 


Як усім відомо Організація Українок Канади в Едмонтоні є дуже 
активна в українському житті. Вона підтримує багато справ так 
потрібних для згуртування громади. ОУК турбується про майбутнє 
покоління у Канаді і підтримує дитячий драматичний гурток "Джерело! 


і оркестр "Чайка". 


Керівником "Джерела" цього року є пані Алла Семенко. Група дітей 
збирається раз на тиждень на годинку де вони вивчають українські 
пісні, вірші і читають. 18-го грудня 2005 р. у 3-тій годині пополудні в 
залі Українського Національного Об'єднання відбувся цікавий концерт 
під назвою "З Різдвом Христовим та Новим Роком". Музиканти 
оркестри під керівництвом Людвика Марянича чудово заграли коляди, 
а присутні приспівували. Цей початок надав святкового настрою i діти 
попросили господиню паню Лесю Петрів прийти поколядувати. I 
чудовими вінчуваннями, віршами і цікавими колядками розповіли про 
те як проводжали старий рік, зустрічали новий і водили козу. Господиня 
почастувала колядників булками. Кульмінаційним пунктом концерту 
була пісня "О хто, хто Миколая любить коли обидві групи разом, одні 
грали а другі співали, Святий Миколай наділив дітей дарунками. До 
групи Джерело належать Софія Семенко, Дарія i Меланя Антошко, 
Іванка Бардай, Христина і Таня Стрілець, Христина Кушка, Артем 
Настенко, Микола Лесик, Микола Николюк і Федько Марко. До 
оркестри Чайка входять Таня Бомбак, Чарлі Сакума, Андрій Довганюк, 


Микола Середич, Антоній Фик, Олександер Тормановський. 


Дитячий драматичний гурток Джерело'виступає під час Різдвяного концерту при Організації Українок 
Канади в Едмонтоні. 
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Cheremosh perform the opening “Pryvit. 


Cheremosh “Revolutions” a 
swirling display of constant motion 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company put ona 
swirling display of constant motion as it closed off its 
highly successful “revolutions” tour with a standout 
performance at Edmonton’s Northern Alberta Jubilee 
Auditorium, Jan. 21. 

Together with the Jan. 20 performance and the Jan. 
19 children’s matinee Cheremosh drew close to 5,000 
people over the Edmonton weekend and between 
10,000 and 12,000 for its eight-city tour, which started 
Oct. 2 in Calgary. 

ЧТ think that the support in Edmonton is phenom- 
enal,” said Jason Golinowski, one of the two co-pro- 
ducers, after the show. 

The title “Revolutions” reflects that constant motion 
that is the hallmark of Cheremosh’s performance. The 
transitions from one position to the other are seamless 
and create a beautiful whirl of colour. 

“Life is motion — dance is movement. Life repre- 
sented in motion is dance,” explains Artistic Director 
Mykola Kanevets. 

Although Cheremosh did piggyback on the recent 
“Orange Revolution” to a certain degree, in choosing 
the title and the colours of the promotional material, 
it’s purpose was not political. Rather, the objective was 
to stress the elements of choreography in the produc- 
tion, says Kanevets. 

Along with the motion, the other striking feature of 
this Cheremosh production is the sheer variety of and 
the meticulous detail which into its costume design. 

Cheremosh employed two ethnologists in Ukraine 
— Oksana Kosmina and Svetlana Yanukovyh- 
Yaremena to research the authenticity of the designs. 
For example, the designs for the shawls used in the 


“Women’s Lyrical dance” came from a museum, the 
ones for costumes of “The Girl Juliana” come from 
one specific village located on the border between the 
Volyn’ and Polissia regions. 

In some cases costuming was used to reflect the spirit 
of the dance itself, as in the case of “Beautiful Women 
of Spring” where light greens were used to represent 
the blooming of the season. \ 

“Mykola has done a wonderful\job in pulling the dif- 
ferent nuances from (the different) regions. (of Ukraine) 
and given them a modern flair and so, by us having 
Mykola as a contact in Ukraine we are very lucky to 
have the costuming done by an ethnographer and cos- 
tume designer so that the costuming on stage is very 
colourful and vibrant and unique,” says the show’s other 
co-producer, Kevin Zarsky. 

Another way the Ukrainian connection proved use- 
ful was in the musical arrangements. A 40-piece or- 
chestra was assembled in Ukraine and recorded com- 
poser Volodymyr Hronsky’s original soundtrack for the 
show. : 

Among some of the standout numbers were the open- 
ing “Pryvit” with its symmetrical floral display, 
Cheremosh’s own “Edmonton Норак", “The Riding 
Cossacks”, with a mini-storyline incorporated into the 
number and the closing “Hopak” which brought the 
audience to its feet in several standing ovations. 

What sets Cheremosh apart from other dance groups 
is their unique quality — something they strive to main- 
tain “We don’t say we are the best... (but) you won’t 
find such a program any where else in the world,” says 
Kanevets. 

“Everything is our own and I feel that is one of the 
key attributes of Cheremosh.” 
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Галя Котович, Членка YMTA 

Після п'ятирічної перерви, Українське 
Музичне Товариство Альберти знову зор- 
ганізував концерт коляд і щедрівок, вже 27- 
ий раз. Імпреза відбулася 22-го січня в 
МкДугал Юнайтед церкві. Участь взяли 
багато хорів, а до того, певна кількість 
хористів співали в різних хорах! 

Концерт відкрила голова т-ва Люба 
Бойко-Белл, привітала гостей у двох мовах 
і коротко пояснила по-англійськи поход- 
ження коляд. Тому, що ми реклямували 
також загальній публіці, Бойко-Белл три 
рази підчас програми прочитала в англій- 
ській мові короткі дані про коляди. Програ-- 
му вела в українській мові Марія Можи- 
ловська, котра переплітала виступи хорів 
відповідними віршами й віншуваннями. 

Концерт почався спільною колядою "Бог 
Предвічний". Хор "Дніпро? (дир. Марія 
Дитиняк і Мирослава Загарія) заспівав "Ой 
там за горою", "Павочка ходить», “B полі, 
полі плужок оре" і "Щедрівку". Combo спі- 
вали Іван Зінчук, Наталя Онищук, Уляна 
Канівець, Сузанна Романюк і Любомир 
Пастушенко. Хор української дво-мовної 
програми школи св. Матея (дир. Лілея 
Волянська; асистенти Наталя Онищук 1 
Маркіяна Якимець) заколядував "В Bucb— 
леємі новина", "Добрий вечір Тобі, пане 
Господарю?" i "Спи, Ісусе, спи". Хор при 
церкві св. Василія Великого (дир. Єли- 
савета Лісова- Андерсон) виконав "Радість 
з неба?, "Дивная новина", "Вістку голо- 
сить" i "Спас наш народився". Чоловічий 
квартет "Ре мінор": Маркіян Говда, Микола 
Білаш, Олесь Лазурко, ОрестГ pox заспівав 
«Радуйся", "По всьому світу" i “Ha Йордан- 
ській річці". Молодеча орхестра "Чайка" 
при Організації Українок Канади (дир. 
Людвик Маріянич) заграла "Ой новина в 
нас, новина", " Спас наш народився", "ОЙ, 
там за горою?, "Во Вифлеємі" i "Щедрий 
вечір всім нам". Хор "Верховина" (дир. 
Галина Лазурко) виконав "Павочка ходить", 
"На небі зірка", i "Той, питалася княжа 

корона". Combo співала Лариса Подільська. 


Український чоловічий хор Едмонтону 
(дир. Гриць Малюжинський) заколядував 
"У Вифлеємі нині новина", "В Вифлеємі 
новина", "Рождество Христове ввесь мир 
празнує"?, i "Бог Предвічний". 

Після короткої перерви, хор католицької 
катедри св. Йосафата (дир. Меланія 
Туржон) заспівав “3 нами Бог", "Всяческая 
днесь радости", "На Рождество Христове", 
"Пресвята Марія" 1 "Спас наш народився". 
Хор Schola Cantorum (дир. Борис Дерів) 
виконав "Темненькая нічка", "Спи, Ісусе, 
спи? i "Радуйтеся всі людіє". Жіночий 
квартет " Херувими?: Андрея Лідер, Mena— 
нія Туржон, Петруся Тачинська, Катруся 
Тачинська заколядував "А у цього хазаїна", 
"Народився нам Спаситель"?, "Дивная нови-- 
на? 1 "Нині разом співаючи". Молодечий 
хор при церкві св. Миколая (дир. Джойс 
Хруник-Рудяк) заспівав "Нова радість 
стала", "Спи, Ісусе, спи", "Чудесна зірка" і 
"Бабусина Різдвяна таємниця". Хор парафії 
св. Юрія Переможця (дир. Ірина 
Тарнавська) заколядував "Слава во вишніх 
Bory”, "Що то за предиво?, "Толосить віст- 
ку? 17Ой в Єрусалимі рано задзвонили". 
Сольо співали Одеса Атвуд, Наталя Они- 
щук, Іван Гук, Богдан Тарасенко i Шерон 
Тарнавська. 

На кінець, Люба Бойко-Белл подякувала 
виконавцям і гостям за участь. Спільна 
коляда "Во Вифлеємі" закінчила концерт. 

Відгук на відновлений концерт і гарний 
спів хористів був позитивним, хоч концерт 
тривав дві і пів години. Наше колядування 
тепер має виключно релігійний характер, 
без огляду на походження даної колядки чи 
щедрівки. Цю чудову традицію треба 
підтримувати і світською публікою i 
духовною. Також було би гарно, якби 
більше членів хорів, що вже заколядували, 
залишилися послухати коляди інших хорів 
на котрих черга попала пізніше в програмі. 
Коляди і щедрівки існують не лише на 
"концерт? для публіки, що не співає в 
хорах. Коляда, це наша спільна і прадавня 


традиція. 
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Концерт українських коляд в Едмонтоні 
mn 


a AO Ga fi 
Хор парафії ce. 


Й ‘amt 
Юрія Переможця. 


Срібний ювілей хору 
"Музікус Бортнянський" 


Федір Коник 

У цьому році відомий в українсько-ка- 
надських музичних колах камерний хор 
"Музікус Бортнянський" відзначає своє 
двадцятип'ятиліття. Як для мистецької 
одиниці вік, погодьтеся, досить поважний. 
До свого чвертьвікового ювілею колектив 
підійшов із вагомими творчими здобут- 
ками. Найбільша заслуга його у поширенні 
та популяризації української та західньо- 
европейської бароккової і клясичної музи- 
ки й передовсім унікальної музичної спад- 
щини свого патрона Дмитра Бортнянсь- 
кого. До речі, цього року музична громад- 
ськість в Україні і в діаспорі відзначатиме 
255-ту річницю від дня народження 
видатного вітчизняного композитора, 
педагога і диригента, ім'я якого виписав на 
своєму прапорі "Музікус Бортнянський". 

Засновник і незмінний диригент хору 
"Музікус Бортнянський" Мирон Максимів 
разом зі своїми колегами-ентузіястами того 

далекого 1981 року поставили собі за мету 
"виконувати і поширювати твори україн- 
ських клясиків 17- 19 століть не тільки в 
середовищі української громади, але й 
серед ширших музичних кіл чужомовного 
світу". 

Появу нової мистецької одиниці при- 
хильно зустріли в еміграційних музичних 
колах. Тепло вітав її один із найбільших 
поціновувачів творчого генія Бортнян- 
ського, старійшина української музичної 
громади маєстро Павло Маценко. 

Плідна творча співпраця зав'язалася між 
Мироном Максимівим 1 композитором 
Василем Витвицьким - свого роду опікуном 
і куратором талановитої молоді. 

Під час святкування 1000-ліття хрищен- 
ня України-Русі "Музікус Бортнянський" 
з успіхом виступає з різними концертними 
програмами, приуроченими ювілею, не 
лише в Канаді, а й виїжджає на запрошення 
українських громад до Бостону, Брідж- 
порту (штат Конектікут) та інших міст 
США. Вперше на північно-американському 
континенті шанувальники духовної музики 
мали змогу почути партесні концерти 
невідомих композиторів 17 століття, а 
також маловідомі, а то й зовсім незнані 
музичній громадськості безсмертні духовні 
перлини творчого генія Бортнянського, 
Веделя, Березовського. 

Концерти хору "Музікус Бортнянський" 
мали величезне виховне і пізнавальне зна- 
чення не лише для українського слухача, а 
й у значній мірі для англомовної аудиторії. 
Вони розвінчували брехливі твердження 
совєтської пропаганди про те, що буцімто 
Бортнянський, Березовський, Ведель — 
російські композитори. Цю неправдиву 
інформацію передруковували й деякі 
енциклопедичні видання у західному світі. 
Диригент і управа хору завжди велику 
увагу приділяли і приділяють виданню 
концертних програмок, у яких поруч із 


текстами пісенних творів церковно- 
слов'янською й англійською мовами міс- 
титься інформація про життєвий і творчий 
шлях того чи іншого композитора в 
англійській та українській мовах. З цієї ін- 
формації стає зрозумілим те, що українські 
мистці в силу певних історичних обставин 
вимушені були довгі роки (а то й деся- 
тиліття) жити і працювати у придворній 
хоровій капелі в Петербурзі. Безперечно, 
вони зробили вагомий внесок у розвиток 
російського музичного мистецтва, заклали 
підвалини традицій багатоголосого хору в 
Росії. За словами І. Огієнка "українці зас- 
нували і саме російське національне співан- 
ня, куди вони поклали свою душу, викохану 
на українському грунті". 

Однак, беззаперечним фактом є й те, що 
вихованці славетної Глухівської співацької 
школи М. Березовський, J]. Бортнянський, 
A. Ведель своїми коренями належать укра- 
їнській культурі, і все, створене їхнім ге- 
нієм, насамперед становить золотий фонд 
української хорової музики. 

Першими серед чужинців, які відкривали 
для себе невідомий материк української 
духовної музики, були співаки-неукраїнці 
із хору "Музікус Бортнянський". Річ в 
тому, що через брак професійних співаків 
українського походження М. Максимів 
змушений залучати до співпраці профе- 
сіоналів з канадських хорових ансамблів. 
Захоплені простотою, багатством і мило- 
звучністю української церковно-хорової 
музики, вони передають набуті враження і 
знання своїм колегам з інших канадських 
музичних товариств. 

Вагому роль у популяризації вітчизняної 
духовної музики мали трансляції виступів 
хору по канадському радіо i телебаченні. 

Відтак, одна за одною з'являються чо- 
тири платівки із записом концертів Борт- 
нянського в оригінальному звучанні, тобто 
у виконанні церковнослов'янською мовою. 
На черзі -остання із запланованих - п'ята, 
яку передбачається видати наступного 
року. А загалом записано більше десяти 
платівок i компакт-дисків; серед них уні- 
кальні - від дванадцятиголосих партесних 
концертів, чотириголосих двохорних кон- 
цертів бароккової доби, творів клясичного 
періоду і до хорових творів сучасних 
авторів - М. Лисенка, К. Стеценка, М. Ле- 
онтовича, Л. Ревуцького, Б. Лятошин- 
ського, Лесі Дичко та інших. 

За чверть віку творчої і плідної праці 
"Музікус Бортнянський" під керівництвом 
Мирона Максиміва дав цілий ряд концертів 
як української клясичної та сучасної му- 
зики, так і західньоевропейської музики 
великої форми, написаної для хору та 
оркестри. Увесь цей час колектив гідно 
репрезентує вітчизняну хорову музику не 
тільки в українському, але й в чужинець- 
кому середовищі. Коло його шануваль- 
ників постійно зростає. 


Ukrainian Меми/Українські вісті, February 8 - 21, 2006, 8 - 21 лютогі 


І 1 Кл 


0, 2006 


Svitanok Chorus 


Svitanok Chorus — spreading 
music throughout the community 


(Svitanok Chorus)— Svitanok Chorus, a versatile, 
popular Ukrainian choral group based in Vancouver, 
was founded by its artistic director, Ann Kvitka Kozak 
in 1989. Kvitka is well known in the Ukrainian com- 
munity for her professionalism, love of music and lim- 
itless energy. 

Svitanok comes from the Ukrainian word meaning 
dawn or the beginning of something happening, and in 

-each concert the group lives up to its name where some- 
thing wonderful does happen. 

Svitanok came about as a natural merging of the suc- 
cessful women’s ensemble Voloshky Singers and the 
original Vancouver musical production, Vinkopleten- 
nia, winner of the Kostash Award for Film and Video 
Arts in Canada in 1991. In 1998 Svitanok Chorus placed 
first in the Traditional Music category in the CBC Ra- 
dio Competition representing B.C. They released their 
CD, “Celebrating the Seasons” in 2000. 

The 30 singers and musicians continue to promote 
choral music in the Lower Mainland, Okanagan Val- 
ley, Vancouver Island, and western Washington. 

Svitanok is pleased to have Natasha Zadnipryana as 
piano accompanist. Zadnipryana comes to the group 
from Ukraine where she had extensive training includ- 
ing the State Conservatory of Odesa. In addition to her 
work with Svitanok, she teaches music. 

Svitanok’s dedicated choristers are Canadians of 
Ukrainian descent and singers from Ukraine. They share 
a love of Ukrainian song — traditional, sacred, popu- 
lar, folk and contemporary. 

For 15 years, the group’s agenda has been filled with 
weekly rehearsals and memorable performances from 

September to June. New members are most welcome 


to join us by contacting the choir at 604-929-2581, or 
by email a.kozak@telus net 

Christmas 2005 saw Svitanok participate in a num- 
ber of events. They were thrilled to be invited (for the 
fifth year) to perform at the VanDusen Gardens Festi- 
val of Lights. 

One of Svitanok’s favourite events is to host the an- 
nual Christmas Carol Festival and Sing-Along. Each 
year they are joined by special guests to help round out 
the evening. This year they were joined by 

e Diana Ihnatovich, an accomplished pianist who 
completed her training in Kyiv. 

» Adam Kozak, tenor, originally from Vancouver, and 
recently sang with the Canadian Opera Company in 
Toronto. He is soon to be part of Canada’s first Ring 
Cycle, opening Toronto’s new Opera House in 2006. 

» The ever-popular Slavic soul group, Zeellia. They 
perform beautiful harmonies of Ukrainian traditions and 
a contemporary sound, combining a folk orchestra of 
bass fiddle, violin, and accordion with electric onstage 
energy. 

In January, Svitanok sang traditional carols at the an- 
nual Solovei Ukrainian Christmas Dinner to help raise 
funds for an orphanage in Ukraine. 

What lies ahead for Svitanok? In February, they’Il 
be presenting a Workshop/Seminar on “The Art of Sing- 
ing” with Clinician of the Canadian Opera Company 
in Toronto — Adam Kozak. 

The Seminar is Feb. 18 from 10-4 and Feb. 19, 7- 
8:30 pm at the Ukrainian Catholic Center (3150 Ash 
Street, Vancouver B.C.) 

For Information and /or Pre-registration Call 604- 
929-2581 or 604-985-7972 


UMANA membership nearing 500 


(UMANA)—The Ukrainian Medical Association of 
North America (UMANA) is experiencing continued 
growth in participants, reaching another milestone with 
481 active members in 2005. This is the fourth con- 
secutive year of rising membership, with excellent pros- 
pects for continuing expansion. 

A broad range of new members are seeking repre- 
sentation by UMANA, the largest professional organi- 
zation in the Ukrainian Diaspora. Applicants in 2005 
included 5 medical residents, 2 students, 5 members of 
affiliated health professions, and 4 associate physicians 
recently arrived from Ukraine. In addition to the influx 
of applicants, UMANA has witnessed a reactivation of 
many dormant members, many of who have been in- 
active for years and in some cases, decades. 

Increased visibility of UMANA activity in US and 
Canadian press, as well as a greater presence on the 
internet, are underscoring the importance of publicity 

and networking in recruiting new members. To ease 
information exchange, UMANA’s web site, 
www.umana.org, will include in the next few months a 
simultaneously translated version in the Ukrainian lan- 
guage. One goal of the site will be to serve as a central 
repository of UMANA’s publications, member direc- 
tory, and news source, all available in real time. 

The recent successful scientific convention in 
Edmonton has energized Canadian colleagues, with a 


resurgence of activity in the Toronto and Edmonton 
Branches of UMANA. The Canadian component rein- 
forces the concept envisioned by UMANA’s early 
founders of encompassing health care practitioners of 
Ukrainian descent in the entirety of North America. 

Kateryna Yushchenko’s visit to Chicago in October 
of 2005 brought into focus the various possibilities in- 
herent in a large, cohesive organization working with 
its counterparts in Ukraine to elevate and refine the 
level of health care on a global scale. Contacts of this 
type may give UMANA Branches and members op- 
portunities to cooperate on projects of medical scien- 
tific exchange with health care counterparts in Ukraine. 
Such initiatives speak loudly to a segment of appli- 
cants seeking involvement in these endeavors. 

Administratively, UMANA continues to realize its 
goal of transparency and publicity in all organizational 
transactions. Regular board meetings continue to in- 
clude Branch presidents and representatives of all stand- 
ing committees. Yearly budgets are painstakingly re- 
viewed, approved, and generally adhered to. The cen- 
tral office remains the main clearinghouse and data- 
base for inquiries from members and the public. A dedi- 
cated on-site executive director remains key to coordi- 
nating the innumerable daily telephone calls, faxes, e- 
mails and walk-in visitors arriving at the Chicago of- 
fice. 


"Матау". 


Mamay like а folkloric 
painting brought to life 


Ed. Note: “Mamay” will be the main feature presentation at the Sec- 
ond Annual Ukrainian Film Festival, organized by the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Business Club of Edmonton. The Festival will be held from 
March 9—12 at the Metro Cinema, Zeidler Hall - main floor of the Citadel 
Theatre Complex (9828-101А Avenue). 

Mamay (2003), an Academy Award Nominee for best Foreign Film, is 
steeped in the imagery and symbolism of the Ukrainian and also Tatar 
folk songs, ballads, epic narratives, music and other forms of folklore. 

The full feature film (running time 75 minutes) shows the love story 
between a Ukrainian Cossack and a Tatar woman who together defy eth- 
nic and religious taboos 

The film will be followed with a Question & Answer session with Dr. 
Yuri Shevchuk of Columbia University, lecturer of Ukrainian Language 
and Culture. For more information please call Tamara Tatuch at 993- 
3776, or Ukrainian News at 488-3693. 

This review appeared following the Cottbus Film Festival. 

By Leslie Felperin, Spectrum, Nov. 6, 2003. 

“Mamay,” this year’s Ukrainian submission for Best Foreign Language 
Oscar, is comparatively quite rich and strange for the category. Still, this 
ravishing looking debut for shorts-and-documentary maker Oles Sanin, 
here tipping an ornate headdress to the region’s poetic film tradition pio- 
neered by Serhiy Paradzhanov (“The Color of Pomegranates’’) (Ed. Note: 
Paradzhanov is best known in Ukrainian cinematic circles for 1965’s “Shad- 
ows of Forgotten Ancestors”), could be a winner for more adventurous 
fests and repertory houses. However, the audios will need in-depth pro- 
gram notes to stay in steppe with the film’s very oblique story of how a 
Cossack falls for a blue-sky-eyed Tartar beauty across a cultural divide. 
Reportedly based оп a 16th-century legend that surfaces in both Ukrai- 
nian and Tartar texts, the movie is essentially a Romeo and Juliet-style 
romance on horses, mixed with other tales of singing golden cradles, talk- 
ing wolves and ethnic disputes. Opening reel kaleidoscopically mixes 
graphic screeds of medieval poetry with imagery of the area’s wild land- 
scape, and key components of the story. Linear-minded viewers will 
struggle to make sense of the deluge of sound and vision at first, but after 
a while, the principle characters emerge from the morass. 

A Cossack named Umai (Andrei Bilous) and his two brothers (Sergei 
Romaniok, Axtem Seitablaev) escape covered in some kind of whitish 
powder from the mine they’re being forced to work in as slaves by Tartar 
conquerors. Umai’s brothers find horses for the breakout, but without a 
ride, he’s forced to run alongside them in a breathtaking sequence, and 
eventually collapses from exhaustion while his brothers ride away. A no- 
madic Tartar woman (Viktoria Spesivtseva) rescues him, restores him to 
health with shamanistic magic, and renames him “Mamay” (which liter- 
ally means “nobody ”). 

Meanwhile, Umai/Mamay’s brothers get lost in the wilderness looking 
for him and end up cornered in a forest by the Tartars. It looks like they re 
about to get the sharp end of the saber when the Moslem Tartar gang 
leader decides, “even infidels deserve better than a silent death in a silent 
forest.” Even so, the respite doesn’t last long for the men, and back on the 
steppe, Umai/Mamay’s romantic idyll is drawing to a close when his 
girlfriend’s brothers decide she’s betrayed the clan. 

Sanin’s direction is stately and unhurried, and shows no trace of cre- 
ative influence from his day job making TV focus for foreign broadcast 
companies. Such work has, however, given him an obvious eye for native 
culture and skill with the many non-pros who pepper the cast. 

Overall, the film feels more like a work of folkloric painting brought to 
life than a than traditional movie. Nevertheless, despite the tragic ending, 
one might read it as allegory pleading for cross-cultural tolerance, a very 
contemporary theme given current strife in the nearby Caucasus region. 

Stunning lensing, evident even through the lousy quality DigiBeta pro- 
jection caught at Cottbus fest, is picture’s strongest suit. D.P. Sergei 
Mikhailchik renders the harsh, strong sunlight, romantic pastel twilights 
and firelit scenes with lush sensuality, bringing out the witchy splendor of 
Ganna Otenko and Irina Kliba’s exotic costumes (Spesivtseva’s demonic 
headdress during a wedding scene looks like something milliner Philip 
Treacy might envy.) The score by Alla Zagaykevich is hypnotic, favoring 
tribal drums and flutes integrated into the story. 


Scene from 
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Bilaniuk Family: Left to right: Miroslawa, Nykolai, Marie Therese; Boris, Olexa, Ksenia 


and Joseph Bilaniuk. 


The Bilaniuk Collection: A resource for 
Eastern Christian Studies 


By Rosemary O’Hearn 

The Very Rev. Prof. Dr. Petro B.T. Bilaniuk 
was an accomplished Ukrainian Catholic theo- 
logian and an avid book collector. After his 
death in 1998, his extensive library was do- 
nated in memoriam to the Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Stud- 
ies at Saint Paul University in Ottawa and was 
recently integrated into the University’s Jean- 
Léon Allie Library. At the official opening of 
the Collection on Jan. 17, the widow of the 
late Dr. Bilaniuk, Marie The-rese, herself a 
Ph.D., remarked, “I was so happy when my 
(late) husband promised his books to the Met- 
ropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute!” Hav- 
ing lived in a house weighed so heavily with 
books that the floors sagged, she remembers 
suggesting that they buy a second home and 
leave the first house for the books. 

The donated collection represents a lifetime 
of systematic book purchases, consuming an 
average of 25 percent of Fr. Bilaniuk’s fam- 
ily budget. As Fr. Andriy Chirovsky noted in 
his taped presentation from Arizona, “He was 
cognizant that he was building a library not 
just for himself, but for the Ukrainian Church. 
Students studying at the Institute, as well as 
visiting scholars, can now benefit from the 
time, effort and money that Prof. Bilaniuk put 
into developing this collection.” 

While Saint Paul University has the largest 
theological library in Canada, it only began 
to develop its holdings in Eastern Christian 
Studies in the early nineties when the Insti- 
tute moved to Ottawa. Chief Librarian André 
Paris noted that “as soon as the Sheptytsky 
Institute approached the Library with the idea 


of this donation, the Library seized on the op- 
portunity, understanding the value of the col- 
lection and its importance for Eastern Chris- 
tian Studies.” The collection contains over 
1,000 entries of books, multi-volume editions, 
periodicals, pamphlets, music and art publi- 
cations in the field of Eastern Slavic 
Christendom. There are materials on moral 
theology, philosophy, Christian art and archi- 
tecture, biography, old Ukrainian literature, 
medieval Slavic Christianity, Byzantine his- 
tory and general history of Ukraine. 

Prof. Bilaniuk was born on Aug! 4, 1932, 
in Zalischyky, Galicia (about 40 miles east of 
Kolomyia), He emigrated to Canada in 1949. 
After earning a number of degrees, including 
two doctorates, he joined the Faculty of St. 
Michael’s College at the University of Toronto 
in 1962. Prof. Bilaniuk was soon recognized 
as a leading authority on the theology, his- 
tory and culture of the Eastern Christian 
Churches, and a pioneer of Ukrainian theo- 
logical scholarship. He authored over 160 ar- 
ticles and 13 books. 

Over 70 people attended the official Col- 
lection opening. The master of ceremonies, 
Acting Director of the Institute Fr. Andrew T. 
Onuferko, thanked the Bilaniuk family on 
behalf of the Institute and University com- 
munity. Vice-Rector Academics, Denis 
Hurtubise, emphasized the value of the col- 
lection for the university's Eastern Christian 
Studies Programs. The Ukrainian Men’s Choir 
of Ottawa, “Akord”, provided a musical in- 
terlude, performing a select number of tradi- 
tion Ukrainian Christimas carols. The evening 
concluded with a reception. 


Alpha Program at Assumption Parish 


(Assumption Parish)-During the autumn of 
2005, the Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the As- 
sumption of the BVM in Calgary hosted the 
Alpha Program. The program was led by Sis- 
ter Laura Prokop, SSMI with the enthusiastic 
support of the Parish Priest Father Serhiy 
Harahuc. This was probably the first instance 
of Alpha being offered in a Ukrainian Church. 
The Alpha Program originated in England in 
response to a sharp drop off in membership 
from the Church of England. The course is 
equally of benefit to those who are already 
strong in their faith and adherence, as well as 
to those who may be searching for answers. 

In the program at the Assumption Parish, 
40 participants апа 10 leaders embarked on а 
journey over 10 Wednesdays (Sept. 21- Dec. 
7) of exploring their Christian Faith. The for- 
mat includes a weekly meeting which starts 
with dinner followed by a taped talk given 
very articulately by the Rev. Nicky Gumbel 
on key questions of life including "Who is 
Jesus?", "Why Did Jesus Die?", "How Can І 
Be Sure of My Faith", and "How Can I resist 
Evil?". The participants then meet in smaller 
groups to discuss the contents of the weekly 
talk. There were five discussion groups, two 
of which were conducted in Ukrainian for the 
benefit of older parishioners as well as recent 


immigrants from Ukraine. While the adults 
were viewing and discussing the video, Sr. 
Yvonne Kebay, SSMI oversaw a supervised 
program for several children of the partici- 
pants. The series included an all-day Satur- 
day retreat which dealt with the role of the 
Holy Spirit. 

On Nov. 30 the participants held a Cele- 
bration Dinner to which prospective partici- 
pants were invited. At the dinner several par- 
ticipants offered testimonials about their Al- 
pha experience. 

The Alpha Course does a wonderful job of 
opening up Scripture to us and bringing us to 
a place of decision, said Trudy Nibogie. "Do 
we want a close encounter with Jesus? He's 
knocking at the door of each of our hearts. 
All we have to do, as Nicky told us, is open 
the door." 

"Our faith is not about us doing our 'good 
thing' for God. Our faith is about knowing 
how much God loves us and then us respond- 
ing to that love. Scripture tells us: 'God proves 
His love for us in that while we were yet sin- 
ners Christ died for us.' How can I do any- 
thing but respond to love like that? That is 
what the Alpha Course is about. Because we 
know how much God loves us, we want to 
tell the whole world." 


At the Bohdan Bociurkiw Memorial Lecture, left to right: Dr. Serhiy Plokhyi, Zoriana Kohut, 


Dr. Zenon Kohut, Dr. Myroslay Marynovych, Stefan Bociurkiw, Vera Bociurkiw, Zoriana 


Bociurkiw, Taras Bociurkiw. 


Tolerance key to Christian 
unity in Ukraine, lecturer says 


(UkrNews)— The key towards the unifica- 
tion of the Kyivan Church lies in tolerance of 
its diverse elements, said the visiting lecturer 
at the Bohdan Bociurkiw Memorial Lecture, 
delivered at the Canadian Institute of Ukrai- 
nian Studies at the University of Alberta in 
Edmonton, Jan. 26. 

“Basing oneself not on the logic of confron- 
tation but on the principles of conflict resolu- 
tion, one should propose a model for the uni- 
fication of the Kyivan Church in which the 
characteristic features of its present branches 
will not be eliminated, but, on the contrary, 
will be protected,” said Myroslay Mary- 
novych first vice-rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University. 

“Tt is obvious that the policy of tolerance 
and respecting religious freedom and plural- 
ity meets the fundamental interests of all 
Christians of Ukraine and is a necessary pre- 
condition for the structural unity of the Kyivan 
Church, because only under this policy will 
the integral elements of Ukrainian spiritual- 
ity be honored and protected,” he added. 

“Today in Ukraine, an opportunity is about 
to appear for developing a tolerant, nonde- 
structive and pluralistic model of confessional 
identity, which would be consistent with the 
main vector of the development of human 
civilization. Therefore, the current stalemate, 
the impossibility of tipping the scales towards 
one particular church, should be seen as a 
promising and unique chance in the history 
of Ukraine, and not as a curse that weakens 
the Church. In view of this, we should over- 
come not the plurality in the vision of future 
unity, but the irreconcilability with which 
some visions resist mutual harmonization. 
Religious freedom and respecting plurality, 
in this situation, may serve as guarantors of 
the eventual achievement of this objective.” 

Asked later whether he was being overly 
optimistic about such a possibility, 
Marynovych replied that the fact the Kyiv 
Patriarchate of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church (UOC — KP) accepted the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church’s (UGCC) move of 
its headquarters from Lviv to Kyiv — a posi- 
tion which would have been inconceivable in 
1991 — gave him reasons for optimism. 

“One of the main reasons why nobody has 
managed to unite the Kyivan Church so far, 
despite numerous ecclesial, political and na- 
tional motivations, is that, in my opinion, such 
unification has not been based on the prin- 
ciple of tolerant and nondestructive recogni- 
tion of the specificities of each of its branches, 
and their geo-Christian orientations in particu- 
lar. The ‘unity’ of unification is seen in the 


proposed models as the absorption of com- 
petitor-churches by one particular church. 
Each church sees itself as the only full-fledged 
solution to Ukrainian church problems, 
whereas all the other competitor churches only 
darken that clarity in its eyes. Each party eas- 
ily guarantees Christian peace under the con- 
dition that the others will deny themselves and 
simply join its ranks. Any recognition of each 
other as an ecclesial reality is out of the ques- 
tion,” he stated earlier. 

Along with the UOC - KP, Ukraine has two 
other Orthodox Churches — the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church — Moscow Patriarchate 
(UOC — MP) and Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church (UAOC) — several Prot- 
estant denominations, as well, as sizeable Jew- 
ish and Moslem communities. 

The historical problem for freedom of reli- 
gion in Ukraine has been state interference 
and control, said Marynovych. 

Immediately after gaining independence, 
Ukzaine started dismantling state control over 
the activity of religious organizations, but 
most officials were trained according to the 
“good old” Soviet tradition of 
“instrumentalization” of a church. Thus the 
Moscow model of close cooperation between 
president and patriarch of one predictable 
Church served as a simple and understand- 
able example for many Ukrainian officials. 

Another problem is that people who are 
basically outside the church and not religious 
also would like to protect society from the 
“free market” of religious ideas brought in by 
democracy. 

Among the positive developments of the 
90’s, is that Ukraine began the process of ad- 
justing its internal legislation to the norms of 
modern European law, one of the most im- 
portant elements of which is the principle of 
religious freedom. 

Secondly, in the 1990s, a weak but appre- 
ciable civil society developed in Ukraine. It 
managed to prevent the total restoration of 
totalitarian methods of government. The 
strength of Ukrainian civil society was later 
powerfully illustrated during the Orange 
Revolution. 

Thirdly, the very plurality of churches and 
confessions is probably the most important 
internal guarantor of religious freedom. 

Since coming to power, President Viktor 
Yushchenko has insisted the state must be re- 
ligiously neutral and the general feeling that 
the former communist model of church-state 
relations has finally been left behind is per- 
haps the Orange Revolution’s main gain in 
the sphere of religion, he noted. 
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Student members with architect Prof. REAR Zuk (centre) at his illustrated lecture at McGill University. 


McGill Ukrainian Week a success 


(USAMU)—The highlight of McGill Ukrainian 
Week held from Jan. 20 to Jan. 26, organized by the 
Ukrainian Students Association at McGill University, 
was the exhibit entitled Not To Be Forgotten held at 
the McGill Redpath-McLennan Library passageway. 
The exhibit panels chronicle over seven decades of se- 
vere repressions and russianization in Soviet Ukraine. 
Because of the interest in the exhibit, the chief curator 
of McGill Redpath-McLennan Library’s special col- 
lections, David McKnight, requested the exhibit be pro- 
longed until Monday, Jan. 30 giving the public a rare 
opportunity to learn about the Soviet atrocities com- 
mitted in the 20" century in Ukraine. This included the 
incorporation of the exhibit into McGill University’s 
annual open house, which sees thousands of students, 
adults and university-staff walk through the central area 
of the library. Among the comments written by view- 
ers in the display guest book were “...important that 
those events be remembered and recognized”, “.. thank 
you for bringing to light a genocide that has not made 
an impression in the public consciousness”, “so very 
poignant and tragic’, “excellent work, very educating”, 

“it is amazing to see the abuses of the Ukrainian people 
and learn what my great grandparents escaped from’, 
“... its hard to hold back the tears”, “...thanks for 
doing your part to raise awareness’, “not a familiar topic 
for many. I like the way it was handled”, “I learnt more 
about Ukraine in forty minutes than I ever learned in 
class” and finally, “...this is excellent work. I’m Pol- 
ish, and I’m glad somebody did this exhibit”. The book 
of comments will be mailed to the Memorial Society 
in Kyiv. 

Among the other successful events were illustrated 
lectures by internationally recognized architect at 
McGill Prof. Radoslav Zuk titled “The cultural con- 
text of Ukrainian architecture” in McGill’s architec- 
ture building, and by historian, Prof. Roman Serbyn, 
titled “Was the Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33 A geno- 
cide?” at McGill’s Newman Centre. 

The student wine and cheese on campus, with mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian Professional and Business Asso- 
ciation of Montreal and members of the community, 
was opened by UCPBA president Prof. Yarema Kelebay 
and Prof. Roman Serbyn. Addressing the students and 
thanking them for their hard work in making McGill 


Ukrainian week a reality, the students were officially 
presented with archival McGill Ukrainian Week pro- 
gram booklets dating back to November 1953, brought 
to the evening by McGill music professor Luba Zuk 
and former 1960 McGill student club president and 
now Montreal lawyer, Roman Karpishka. Everyone 
present was amazed to learn about the impressive his- 
tory of the McGill Ukrainian student club in Montreal 
which served to reinforce the need for maintaining con- 
tinuity and knowledge about one’s history. Among sup- 
porters of former McGill Ukrainian Weeks from the 
sixties were Labour Minister. Michael Starr, Senators 
William Wall, Paul Yuzyk апа John Hnatyshyn, 
Montreal Mayor Jean Drapeau, MP John Decore and 
other dignitaries. 

Jan. 26, members of the students’ club were invited 
by Prof. Kelebay of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
to participate in a special meeting at the McGill Fac- 
ulty Club with 23 members of the Ukrainian National 
Committee of the International Chamber of Commerce 
visiting Montreal from Kyiv. The students had a unique 
opportunity to ask questions about trade and commerce 
in Ukraine during the private lunch honoring the del- 
egation from Ukraine. Once again, this was in keeping 
with UCC president Kelebay’s effort-to cultivate youth 
to participate in such activity. The Ukrainian Student 
Club was presented with a book on Ukraine by the ICC 
Ukraine delegation as a memento of the luncheon event. 

Helping to cover some of the costs of the week-long 
events was the main sponsor Caisse populaire 
ukrainienne desjardins de montreal, as well as, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and UCPBA of Montreal. 
At the suggestion of former McGill graduate Dr. Taras 
Konanec, the McGill students printed a 2006 Ukrai- 
nian Week program booklet. 

The newly revived student club hopes to be reinstated 
with their own room on campus to serve as a central 
access for the more than 80 university student mem- 
bers. The organizing committee of McGill Ukrainian 
Week were Johanna Paquin, Artem Luhovy, Roxanne 
Zalucky as well as Yarko Holowka, Alexandra 
Bukojemska, Katherine Didus, Christina Szuper, 
Adriana Luhova and Trevor Lewis. The McGill Ukrai- 
nian Students’ Association may be contacted at 
megill_ukes@hotmail.com. 


Kobzar Literary Award shortlist announced 


(UCFTS)—Jan. 16 the Board of Directors of the 
Shevchenko Foundation 
announced the Kobzar Literary Award 2006 shortlist. 

Presented biennially, the $25,000 Kobzar Literary 
Award recognizes a Canadian writer who best presents 
a Ukrainian Canadian theme with literary merit through 
poetry, play, screenplay, musical, fiction, non-fiction 
or young people’s literature. 

The four finalists are (in alphabetical order by au- 


Gas explosions kill eight 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian emergency officials оп Feb. 
3 said that two separate gas explosions ripped through 
buildings in Ukraine today, killing eight people and 
injuring 17. 

Shortly after midnight, a blast destroyed an apart- 
ment building in Luhansk. 

Dmytro Boguslavskiy of the Emergency Situations 
Ministry said that four people were initially found dead 
and 10 others hospitalized with injuries. He said rescu- 
ers found three additional bodies later in the day. 

Hours earlier, a natural gas explosion set fire to an 
office building in the same city, killing one person and 
injuring seven. Regional officials say a gas leak caused 
the blast. 


thor): 

e Lisa Grekul for Каїупа 5 Song, published by Coteau 
Books 

e Laura Langston for Гезіа 5 Dream, published by 
HarperCollins Publishers Ltd.; 

» Danny Schur for Strike! - The Musical, script by 
Danny Schur & Rick Chafe, lyrics & music by Danny 
Schur; 

» Larry Warwaruk for Andrei and the Snow Walker, 

published by Coteau Books; 
The finalists were selected by an esteemed judging 
panel comprised of: journalist and non-fiction author, 
Myrna Kostash; actor, writer and director for theatre, 
film and TV, Mieko Ouchi; writer and CBC broadcaster, 
Bill Richardson; and journalist, fiction author & Artis- 
tic Director of the Humber College Writer’s Program, 
Antanas Sileika. 

“We are very pleased with the exemplary and inno- 
vative approaches taken by the shortlisted authors in 
their treatment of Ukrainian Canadian themes.” Said 
Andriy Hladyshevsky, Q.C., President of the 
Shevchenko Foundation. 

The finalists will be honoured and the inaugural 
Kobzar Literary Award 2006 winner will be announced 
at a dinner and awards ceremony on March 2 at 
Toronto’s Eglinton Grand. 


VISIT UKRAINE 


For a 16-day ALL-INCLUSIVE Holiday 


join a group of 20 with Peter Drosdowech 


May 15 Tour - fully booked 
June 26 or August 7 - $3,995. 
September 11 


Prices from Winnipeg - adjusted for other cities 
<Tours ToUkraine @mts.net= 
Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 or 1 204 256 5996 
Website: www. ToursToUkraine.ca 
"Tours To Ukraine" is a division of Ukraine Ventures Ltd. 
and is affiliated with Terri's Travel International | 


The Ukrainian Professional and Business Club 


of Edmonton and the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 


cordially invite to a 


Public Lecture by 


Myroslav Marynovych, 


First Vice-Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University, on the 


Ukrainian Helsinki Group 
and the Soviet Gulag System 
Sunday, February 19, 3:00 PM 


Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, 9615 - 153 Ave., Edmonton 


Parr. 


Wemorial, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 


(adjacent to funeral home) о 
* family owned since 1941 » 


З prearranged funeral specialists . 


г wheelchair accessible ? 


426-0050 » 24 HRS. 
9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit us at: 


www.parkmemorial.com 


Jerry Smolyk, President 


Kristie Smolyk, Vice President 


- $3,795. (double occupancy) 


Oleg Lisogor celebrates his new world record (Swimpics.de) 


Lisogor sets World, 
European records 


Oleg Lisogor of Ukraine broke his own 50-metre breaststroke world 
record Jan. 21 at a short-course World Cup meet, then set a European one 
in the 100-metre event a day later. 

In the 50m, he finished in 26.17 seconds in one of the world’s fastest 
pools and lowered by 0.03 seconds the mark he set Jan. 26, 2002, in the 
same pool, reported the Canadian Press. 

“Tt was time for a new world record after four years,” Lisogor said. 


Lisogor broke the European record in the 100-metre breaststroke Jan. | 


22 and was named top swimmer at a short course World Cup event. 

He swam 57.17 seconds to lower Russian Roman Sludnov’s four-year- 
old mark by 0.06 seconds. 

“T hardly feel my legs anymore,” Lisogor said. “I’m totally exhausted. 
Of course, I had my eyes set on the world record, but a European record is 
also all right.” 

Lisogor won a car after being named top swimmer at the fifth of eight 
World Cup stops. 

The Arena World Cup drew the strongest field on the circuit this year 
with 109 athletes claiming medals from the Olympics, world or European 
championships. 


Grushina, Goncharov take silver 


Ukraine’s Elena Grushina and Ruslan Goncharov won the silver medal 
in ice dance at the European figure skating championships in Lyons, Jan. 
20. 

Russian ice dancers Tatiana Navka and Roman Kostomarov clinched 
their third consecutive title with the bronze going to Margarita Drobiazko 
and Povilas Vanagas of Lithuania after the free dance final, reports AFP. 

Leading after the compulsory dance the Ukrainians had just the fourth 
highest marks in their free dance to Peter Gabriel’s The Feeling Begins, 
but achieved a combined 196.73. 


aia 


Elena Grushina, left, and Ruslan Goncharov perform during the Ice Danc- 
ing Free Dance program. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus) 


NOW HIRING!! 
A leading National Service Company seeks mature, dependable ROUTE 
SERVICE TECHNICIANS to clean and service facilities. Must have 
reliable vehicle. Vehicle allowance and hourly rate & bonuses will be 
paid. FIVE DAY WORK WEEK with EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 
OFF! Please fax resume to 448-0980. 


ЗАПРОШЕННЯ ДО НАУКИ! Принесіть це оголошення щоб 
дістати одну лекцію безкоштовно! Сийига! Connections Institute 
запрошує Вас вчитися англійської мови в нашим центрі науки для 
дорослих. Оферуємо найкращі лекції англійської мови за 
найращими цінами в Едмонтоні від початкових до заавансованих 
курсів, вигідне розміщення в центрі міста, малі кляси й 
професіональні, тут-роджені, англомовні вчителі. Просимо дзвонити 
944-0792 або запрошуємо до вебсторінки www.cci-lex.ca за 
більшими інформаціями. Ми поможемо Вам вибрати курс який Ви 
потрібуєте щоб покращити знання англійської мови - гарантуємо! 
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Kyiv to meet Кбіп in quarter-finals 


(FIBA/UkrNews)—BC Kyiv were pushed to the 
limit by CEZ Nymburk on Jan. 31 but they finally put 
paid to the visitors from the Czech Republic to reach 
the quarter-finals of the EuroCup. 

Kyiv will play RheinEnergie ої K6In, Germany ina 
best-of-three-series, which starts Feb. 21. 

Beaten in last year’s final of the FIBA Europe League 
by Dynamo St Petersburg, Kyiv needed to beat 
Nymburk to ensure their progress and that was some- 
thing they did not do earlier in the season. 

Nymburk had closed that game on an amazing 23-4 
run and then won the game with a three-pointer at the 
buzzer from Adam Hess. 

After the victory, Kyiv star Kresimir Loncar admit- 
ted: “This was a very tough game for us psychologi- 
cally.” 

It was anybody’s game with a little more than four 
minutes remaining. Playing in front of a packed gym, 
Radoslav Rancik buried a shot from the arc for three of 
his team-high 21 points as Nymburk, who had trailed 
by as many as eight in the first half, took a 74-73 lead. 

Kyiv then caught fire, though, reeling off 11 straight 
points. 

And it was a mistake by Hess which lit the blue touch 
paper. Hess made contact with Guilherme Giovannoni 
when he was in the act of shooting behind the arc, and 
the Brazilian went to the line and made three free throws 
for a 76-74 lead. 

When LaMarr Greer, who had a game-high 26 points, 
connected with a three-pointer of his own just 1:53 from 
the end, Kyiv led 84-74. 

Nymburk were forced to foul and stop the clock, and 
Kyiv made 10 free throws the rest of the way. 

“Keeping in mind our previous three to four mis- 
takes and lost games, we had to be extremely careful 
today,” Loncar said. 

“We had lost to Nymburk twice during the last couple 
of seasons and won only in the fourth overtime. 

“This tells us that they are a very strong team.” 

Renato Pasquali, the Kyiv coach, said: “Technically 
this was the most difficult game that we had to prepare 
for since the start of the season. 

“T tried not to say too many technical things, but their 
coach is great and they prepared for the game by trying 
to break our rhythm. 

“And after being 16 points up in Nymburk and los- 
ing that game in five minutes, I just told the team that 
we had to learn how to win. 

“T used the video of those five minutes апа I showed 
them why we lost. This allowed us to win against St 
Petersburg by two points, then in Istanbul and then to- 
day.” 

Jan. 24, in Istanbul, Dusan Kecman hit a three-pointer 
and Greer buried two free throws in the final nine sec- 
onds as BC Kyiv knocked off Fenerbahce 88-85 in 
overtime. 

Guilherme Giovannoni led Kyiv in scoring with 19 
points while Goran Nikolic and Greer each added 17. 
Andrii Lebediev had 11 and Kecman 10. 

Kresimir Loncar chipped in with 10 rebounds. 


Cory Violette and Damir Mrsic each scored 20 for 
Fenerbahce while Erdal Bibo had 19 and Jarod 
Stevenson contributed 16. Kaspars Kambala was held 
to just eight points and six rebounds. 

Violette and Bibo started hot for the Turks, combin- 
ing for four three-pointers and 18 points as Fenerbahce 
opened a 28-20 lead after one period. 

Kyiv answered with a 10-2 run to start the second 
and even the game at 30-30. And neither team could 
pull away. The teams went into the locker-room with 
the Ukrainians up 41-40. The game also remained close 
in the third, which ended 59-56 for the guests. 

Loncar’s layup with 2:41 remaining opened an 81- 
76 lead for Kyiv. And the Turks were still down three 
when Mrsic drained a three-pointer with 34 seconds 
left to even things at 83-83. : 

Kecman answered with his trey with nine second 
remaining, and after Mrsic hit two free throws with 
seconds left, Greer put down his pair with six seconds 
to go. 

Jan. 17 Greer sparked a second-half comeback as 
BC Kyiv knocked off Dynamo St Petersburg 63-61. 

Greer scored all 12 of his points in the second half as 
the Ukrainians swept both their Group I games from 
the Russian side. 

Goran Nikolic led the way for Kyiv with 15 points 
while Dusan Kecman added 13 points. 

Damir Miljkovic paced St Petersburg with 15 points 
while Darryl Middleton was the only other player to 
score in double figures. 

The tense encounter started sloppy as neither team 
could muster much offence early and Dynamo led 19- 
12 after one period. 

Miljkovic’s three-pointer gave St Petersburg a 26- 
16 lead early in the second and another trey by the 
Croatian made the lead 10 points again - 34-24 with 
2:30 remaining. The Ukrainians were able to close to 
34-28 at half-time. 

Dynamo scored the first four points of the second 
half to re-open a 10-point advantage. But then Greer 
stepped up. 

The American knocked down two three-pointers and 
scored eight points as Kyiv went on a 10-2 run to get 
back in the game, 40-38. 

Dragan Lukovski’s lay-up with 2:24 in the third gave 
Kyiv their first lead since 1-0 and the Ukrainians held 
a 48-46 advantage going into the fourth quarter. 

St Petersburg scored the first five points of the fourth. 
But the Ukrainians answered back with a 10-2 run 
helped by three-pointers from Greer and Kecman. 

Andrey Ivanoy buried a three-pointer with 48 sec- 
onds left to pull the defending champions to within 63- 
61. Loncar then missed both of his free throws with 11 
seconds left and was relieved to see Kelly McCarty 
miss a potential game-winning three-pointer with seven 
seconds. 


Azovmash make frustrating departure from EuroCup 


(FIBA)—Mariupol’s Azovmash won 97-88 at 
Privatbank EKA AEL Lemesos but suffered the cruel- 
lest of exits from the EuroCup on Jan. 31 when DK V 
Joventut and BC Khimki advanced to the quarter-fi- 
nals on goal difference. 

Kenan Bajramovic had 26 points and Khalid El-Amin 
24 for the Ukrainian side, who won for the fourth time 
in six Group L games. 

The result was not good enough. 

DKYV’s 83-67 triumph over Russians Khimki left 
those two clubs with 4-2 records, too, and Azovmash’s 
inferior points totals between the three teams has kept 
them out. 

The visitors only led 23-21 after the first quarter but 
stretched that to 51-45 by half-time. 

Rimas Girskis’ men increased their lead to 73-60 by 
the end of the third quarter and held on for a comfort- 
able win. 

Had Khimki managed to win at ОКУ, then Azovmash 
would have advanced to the last eight. 

Jan. 24 Khimki grabbed top spot in Group L with a 
home win against Azovmash. 

Khimki’s Latin American duo of Oscar Torres (Ven- 
ezuela) and Ruben Wolkowisky (Argentina) proved to 
be decisive for the home side. Torres erupted for 23 
points and 10 rebounds, while Wolkowisky contributed 
20 points, 9 rebounds, 5 assists and 2 blocked shots. 

Azoymash were unlucky not to come away with an 
invaluable away win and controlled the game for nearly 
three quarters. 

The ever reliable El-Amin got the Ukrainians off to 
a good start with two consecutive lay-ups and they 
closed the opening period with a Miroslav Beric three- 
pointer to go ahead 13-15. 

A red hot 5 minutes then put Azovmash firmly in 


control as they hit seven consecutive field goals. Bosnia 
and Herzegovina forward Kenjan Bajramovic nailed 
three shots in a row to start the 17-5 run which included 
three-pointers from El Amin and Oleksandr Skutyelnik, 
and gave Azovmash a 25-32 lead at the half. 

Azovmash’ lead ballooned to as many as 11 points 
in the third period, but Torres and Wolkowisky com- 
bined to get their team right back in contention. Trail- 
ing 31-42 after five minutes of the third quarter, the 
duo sparked a 17-4 run to close the period. 

Torres’ three-pointer tied the game at 46-46 and a 
lay-up off an assist by rising star Vitaly Fridzon gave 
Khimki a 48-46 advantage going into the final quarter. 

Khimki maintained their momentum into the fourth, 
opening the period with a 9-2 run which saw them open 
a 59-48 advantage. 

To their credit, Azovmash refused to give up, and 
El-Amin hit 7 points іп a 10-3 run which brought his 
side back to within three-points, 62-59. 

But Khimki quickly replied with a Torres jump shot, 
and buckets from Booker and Wolkowisky re-estab- 
lished an 8-point advantage which proved too much 
for Azovmash to surmount in the final 70 seconds of 
the game. 

Jan. 17 Azovmash staged a superb late fightback to 
snatch victory from the jaws of defeat against ОКУ 
Joventut Badalona. 

Both teams entered the contest with two wins from 
their three Group L clashes but it looked as though it 
would be visitors DKV who would walk off with the 
spoils. 

They built a 75-67 lead on the back of Andy Betts’ 
jump shot with 4:42 left in the final quarter. But 
Azovmash blitzed their opponents in the closing stages, 
scoring 16 unanswered points to take the game 83-75. 
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ServUs members approve 
amalgamation with Capital City | CEO for St. Michael’s 


(UkrNews)— Members of ServUs Credit Union, 
which serves many communities in the rural Ukrainian 
settlement area of East Central Alberta, approved a reso- 
lution to amalgamate with Capital City Savings at their 
Annual General Meeting on Jan 19. ServUs members 
voted 100% in favour of amalgamation. 

ServUs Credit Union and Capital City Savings will 
formally amalgamate on Nov. 1. On the same date, the 
new credit union thus formed will amalgamate with 
SAFECU Credit Union. The members of SAFECU 
(Canada Safeway employees) Credit Union approved 
the amalgamation at a Special Membership Meeting 
on Jan. 11. 

“Amalgamation with Capital City Savings offers our 
members all the advantages of a larger financial insti- 
tution — more branches, more products and services 
— while maintaining the qualities of personal service, 
local ownership and profit sharing that they appreci- 
ate,” stated Denis Richer, President of the ServUs Board 
of Directors. 

The new credit union formed by the three-way amal- 
gamation will operate under the name of Servus Credit 
Union as of Nov. 1. The new Servus Credit Union will 
be the largest in Alberta with nearly C$3 billion in as- 
sets and 181,000 members. Approximately 800 employ- 
ees will provide members with financial services 
through a network of 48 locations serving 26 central 
and northern Alberta communities. 


“On behalf of the management team, I want to thank 
our members for their business, and assure them that 
they will continue to receive the same quality service 
they are accustomed to,” said Ray Duchesneau, CEO 
of ServUs Credit Union. “It has been great to get to 
know so many supportive members during my 25 years 
with ServUs, and I look forward to continuing our re- 
lationship.” Duchesneau will become Vice President 
Eastern Operations in the new credit union. 

“We are very pleased that the members of ServUs 
chose to amalgamate with Capital City Savings,” said 
Peter Galloway, Chair of the Capital City Savings Board 
of Directors. “Both organizations, our members, em- 
ployees and the communities we serve will all benefit 
from a stronger credit union.” 

ServUs Credit Union, originally known as Caisse 
Populaire St. Paul Credit Union, began operations in 
1939. Since then, eight local credit unions have amal- 
gamated with ServUs to make it what it is today. ServUs 
has branches in Andrew, Plamondon, Lac La Biche, 
Elk Point, Myrnam and St. Paul. As acommunity based 
financial institution, ServUs has maintained strong 
community ties in all of its communities, and will con- 
tinue doing so. 


Terms of new gas deal unclear 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—On Feb. 2, Naftohaz Ukrayiny, 
Ukraine’s gas transportation company, signed an ac- 
cord with the Swiss-based gas trader RosUkrEnergo in 
Kyiv on the creation of a joint venture to sell gas in 
Ukraine. Both companies were obliged to do so by a 
framework gas agreement of Jan. 4, under which 
RosUkrEnergo became the monopolist of gas supplies 
to Ukraine for the next five years. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov praised 
the five-year accord as advantageous for Ukraine. But 
he told journalists that he is also fully aware that the 
document may be bitterly criticized by his political 
Opponents: “My future political career is not important 
here. It is important that it will be warm in your apart- 
ments tomorrow. In summer you may curse me to your 
souls’ content. But in winter you may find a good word 
for me.” 

On Jan. 4, Naftohaz Ukrayiny, RosUkrEnergo, and 
Gazprom signed a deal whereby Ukraine is to obtain 
34 billion cubic meters of gas in 2006 from Russia for 
$95 per 1,000 cubic meters — up from $50 in previous 
years. The deal also provided for the creation of a joint 
venture between Naftohaz Ukrayiny and RosUkr- 
Energo to sell gas in Ukraine and share profits from it. 

Critics of the deal said it was valid for only the first 
six months of the year as regards the gas price for 
Ukraine, simultaneously pointing out that it set the gas 
transit tariff for Gazprom for five years. Such critics 
also slammed the government for making 
RosUkrEnergo — a murky intermediary created by 
Gazprom — the monopolist responsible for gas sup- 
plies to Ukraine. 

On Jan. 10, Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna 


Yushchenko calls for 
agricultural reform 


(Era/BBC Monitoring Service) — Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko has said that the government will 
focus on agricultural reform in 2006. In a regular Sat- 
urday radio address to the nation on Feb. 4, Yushchen- 
ko outlined the government's steps to boost the health, 
education, social and cultural areas and attract inves- 
tors to rural areas. 

He pledged that rural residents in Ukraine "will see 
changes for the better" this year. Yushchenko said that 
rural areas "will receive a record 8bn hryvnias" (about 
US$1.6bn) from the state budget for reform. 

Agricultural producers will continue enjoying a 
"favourable tax climate", Yushchenko said. "I guaran- 
tee that we will not increase the tax burden until rural 
areas get on their feet," Yushchenko said. 

Yushchenko said that the cabinet earmarked 2bn 
hryvnias in state subsidies to the Ukrainian agricultural 
sector. He urged the creation of a transparent grain mar- 
ket to remove numerous intermediaries operating in 
rural areas to the detriment of agricultural producers. 

Yushchenko said that Ukraine's entry into the WTO 
"will open up new export corridors" to Ukraine and 
called on parliament to stop speculating on the issue. 


Rada, passed a no-confidence motion in Yekhanurov’s 
cabinet over the gas deal. Yekhanurov апа his minis- 
ters, however, have remained in office due to a consti- 
tutional reform that took effect on Jan. 1 and effec- 
tively prevents the current legislature from appointing 
a new cabinet. 

The joint venture created on Feb. 2, named 
UkrGazEnergo, has a charter capital of 5 million 
hryvnias (US$1 million) with stakes shared evenly be- 
tween its founders. The same day UkrGazEnergo and 
RosUkrEnergo signed a contract under which Ukraine 
is to obtain 34 billion cubic meters of gas in 2006 and 
some 60 billion cubic meters annually in 2007-2010. 

Naftohaz Ukrayiny spokesman Eduard Zanyuk told 
journalists in Kyiv on Feb. 2 that neither gas storage 
facilities nor gas pipelines in Ukraine will be included 
in UkrGazEnergo’s charter capital. Zanyuk was thus 
addressing the common fears in Ukraine that Moscow 
is using gas price as a weapon to gain control over 
Ukraine’s gas transportation network. 

In a no less important statement Zanyuk announced 
that the new gas price for Ukraine will remain stable 
for five years: “Responding to questions from skeptics 
in Ukrainian political circles, we announce that the gas 
price defined in this contract is fixed for five years and 
is $95 for 1,000 cubic meters.” 

If this is really so, then the new contract represents a 
major victory for Kyiv, which had initially been prom- 
ised the price of $95 per 1,000 cubic meters just for the 
first half of 2006. The victory seems to be even more 
significant if one takes into account that the gas price 
for Ukraine is lower than that charged by Gazprom for 
all other post-Soviet countries except Belarus. For ex- 
ample, Gazprom set the new gas price for Moldova 
and Georgia at $110 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

However, the same day, RosUkrEnergo managers, 
Konstantin Chuichenko and Oleg Palchikov, cast doubt 
on Zanyuk’s words. Chuichenko said the price may be 
changed depending on the price of Russian gas for 
RosUkrEnergo. In his turn, Palchikov asserted that there 
is no “price formula” included in the contract, adding 
that the price for Ukraine will depend on the price of 
Central Asian gas in the total gas volume supplied to 
the country. 

And Andriy Halushchak, Naftohaz Ukrayiny’s rep- 
resentative on the UkrGazEnergo supervisory board, 
admitted that a change of the gas price may actually 
take place, but only after mutual consent from both 
sides. If there is no such consent, he added, the sides 
should appeal to court. 

Thus, it seems thatLithe deal does not end the gas sup 
ply controversy between Kyiv and Moscow and may 
lead to a renewed row in the longer run, particularly if 
Turkmenistan, a major gas source for Ukraine, moves 
to increase its price for RosUKrEnergo. 

It should also be expected that the gas supplies will 
continue to be a topical issue for the opposition in the 
ongoing parliamentary election campaign in Ukraine. 
There is still a mystery surrounding the owners of 
RosUkrEnergo, which came into the global spotlight 
on Jan. 4. And this latest gas contract, instead of dis- 
pelling this mystery, has added some of its own. 
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New president and 


(UkrNews)—The St. Michael’s 
Health Group of companies has an- 
nounced the appointment of Stan С. 
Fisher as their new President and 
CEO. 

Ed Hladunewich, Chair of the 
Boards of Governors and Directors 
was on hand on 30 Jan. 30 to wel- 
come Stan to his first day at St. 
Michael’s. “This is an exciting and 
challenging time to be joining such 
a proud organization with over 26 
hears of history in the Capital re- 
gion,” said Fisher. He looks forward 
to meeting with Residents, their 
families, related business contacts, 
and community organizations that 
are allied with St. Michael’s vision. 

Fisher was the recent President 
and CEO of Chrysalis, an Alberta 
Society for Citizens with Disabili- 
ties. His work background includes 
Executive Director of Alberta’s Wild 
Rose Foundation, working in the 
Ministry of Community Develop- 
ment, working in municipal govern- 
ment - Recreation and Parks in 
Strathcona County, working with 
Calgary and Regina YMCAs, and he 
was an Assistant Professor of Physi- 
cal Education at the University of 
Regina. 

Stan currently volunteers with the 
2007 Western Canada Summer 
Games Society Board of Directors, 
chairing the Volunteer portfolio, is 
a Vice President of the International 
Association for Volunteer Effort 


Stan C. Fisher 


(IAVE) and serves on the Board of 
Governors of Lakeland College. 
The St. Michael’s Health Group 
is a volunteer, not-for-profit organi- 
zation incorporated under the Soci- 
eties Act of Alberta. Its operations 
include: a 152-bed Long Term Care 
Centre, the 69-suite Millennium Pa- 
vilion Seniors’ Lodge, Supportive 
Housing facilities in Spruce Grove 
and Vegreville. The group manages 
The Ashbourne, a 110-suite Sup- 
portive Housing facility in 
Edmonton, operates the Family 
Health Centre, Family Physio- 
therapy Clinic, Retail Pharmacy, x- 
ray and mobile x-ray programs, 
Adult Day Support programs, and 
the Community Outreach Program 
for seniors living in the community. 


Mittal Steel to increase output 


(Dow Jones Newswires) —The Ukrainian steel smelter Mittal Steel in 
Kryvyi Rih will increase its steel roll output in 2006 by 20%, compared 
with 2005, to 7.2 million metric tons, the Ukrainian government press 


service said, Feb. 3. 


The production of iron ore by Mittal Steel Co. in Ukraine will increase 
in 2006 to 18 million-20 million tons from 15 million tons in 2005. 

This considerable increase in output will require additional investment, 
and Mittal Steel is currently in talks with the European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development on a loan, the Ukrainian government press 


service said. 
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SPIRITS ¢ WINE e BEER 
James Boyko 
12625 - 153 Avenue 
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Tel/Fax: (780) 473-2155 


12727 - 50th Street 
Edmonton, AB T5A 4L8 
Tel/Fax: (780) 473-0957 


email: liquor-express@hotmail.com 


Featuring Krimsekt Sparkling Wines. As well as other “Ukraine Invasion” quality 
products including: Slava Ultra Premium Vodka, Zirkova Imported Vodka, Slavutich 
Premium Beer, апа Lvivske Premium Lager — all imported from Ukraine. 


10224 - 174 Ave 
=dmonton,Alberta Т5Х 5W5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email:rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 
Our August tour to Ukraine is sold out!! 


We have a few seats available for our June tour to Ukraine. 

Our tours are all-inclusive and I am proud to say the best in the industry. I have 
worked hard to make it so. Our tours to Ukraine include all meals, taxes and 
admissions to all special events and attractions. We use air-conditioned hotels, a 
new Mercedes bus, and English speaking guide from beginning to end and all 
tours esccorted by myself (R.J. Tomkins) or Patricia. 

We feature an exclusive visit to a Selo and when we arrive there the entire village 
comes out to greet us, we hand out treats to the chidlren of the village, it's like 
Christmas for them in the summer. Otets Yuri invites us into his 400 year old church 
Jor a 15 minute service for us and then into his home where we are treated to lunch 
and refreshments. The lunch is prepared by the ladies of the village. We take you to 
a wedding celebration in the Carpathian Mountains, an event you won't soon forget. 
We take you to specialty restaurants and feature entertainment virutally every 
evening. We can also arrange for you to visit relatives or friends while on tour. 
We also specialize in individual travel service to and within Ukraine. We have our 
own staff in Ukraine. 


OTHER TOURS: 


JUNE 8-12, 2006 - Country Music Association Fan Fair in Nashville 
hosted by 790 CFCW's Jackie Rae and Neil Graham. Escorted by 
Patricia. 

OCTOBER - Our annual Country Music Tour to Nashville, Memphis, 
Branson and Dollywood, escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER - Our popular annual Christmas Country 
Tour to Nashville and Branson escorted by Patricia. 


JANUARY 2007 - Panama Canal Cruise aboard a 5 star Celebrity 
Cruise Line ship. Escorted by Robert J. Tomkins and hosted by 790 
CFCW's Dick Bell. 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS. 
Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm., Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 
Also on the internet Sunday 8-10 pm (MST) 
Go to www.tourukraine.com & click on"Zabava Show" 
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Teacher Vlodko Boychuk with participating students. 


Grade 9 students at Jean Vanier 


celebrate Ukrainian Christmas Eve 


(Jean Vanier Catholic School)— 
Every year the Grade 9 Ukrainian 
students at Jean Vanier Catholic Jun- 
ior High School in Sherwood Park 
put on a"Sviata Vecheria" ог Ukrai- 
nian Christmas Eve celebration. 
This year students spent six weeks 
preparing food for the feast, which 
was attended by 55 guests on Jan. 
17. This, special event gives Ukrai- 
nian students the opportunity to fur- 
ther explore Ukrainian Canadian 
Christmas traditions and to share 
their Ukrainian culture with the 
teachers and staff at the school. 

In order for this Ukrainian Christ- 
mas Eve celebration to be a success, 
the roles and responsibilities were 
divided among all 20 Ukrainian stu- 
dents from Grade 9. There were two 
hospodari (Natasha Mandrusiak and 
Nadia Kuzyk) and two managers 
(Aleena Forstey and Katrusia Po- 
horeski), who did a great job coor- 
dinating every organizational aspect 
of this Holy Supper. The invitations 
committee made beautiful Ukraini- 
an bilingual invitations. The phon- 
ing committee had to find parents 
or grandparents to come and help the 
grade nine students make some of 
the 12 traditional Ukrainian dishes. 
The entertainment committee made 
sure to include in the program the 
local talent we have in our school 
community. The decorations com- 
mittee set up a wonderful Ukraini- 
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an Christmas Eve atmosphere in the 
school library, where this celebra- 
tion took place. Hanging up on the 
walls were posters explaining about 
various aspects of Ukrainian Sviat 
Vechir celebration. They even made 
a decorative window with the tradi- 
tional first star appearing in it to in- 
dicate the beginning of the feast. A 
food committee made sure the meal 
included all 12 meatless and dairy- 
less dishes, symbolizing 12 Apos- 
tles. There were also students re- 
sponsible for taking digital pictures 
and videotaping. 

This "Sviata Vecheria" would not 
have been possible without the help 
from the parents and grandparents. 
In several Ukrainian classes during 
school the students had a chance to 
learn how to make different kinds 
of Pyrohy (varenyky), Holubtsi 
(cabbage rolls) and other dishes. 
Ukrainian students were able to pre- 
pare these meals and experience first 
hand the hard work put into a tradi- 
tional Ukrainian Christmas Eve din- 
ner. Jean Vanier Ukrainian students 
would like to thank those ten par- 
ents and grandparents who came to 
school and helped to prepare the 
meal, as well as all those parents 
who came to the celebration and 
brought in additional food. 

On the day of the celebration the 
school library was filled with won- 
derful Ukrainian carols played in the 
background before and during this 
Sviat Vechir. Jean Vanier principal, 
Bill Tonita, brought in the didukh (a 
sheaf of wheat) and placed it under 
the icons. One of the grandmothers, 
Pat Chmilar, brought in Kolachi and 
placed them on the head table. Then, 
Rev. Bill Hupalo, from local St. 
Sophia Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
led everyone in a prayer and in sing- 
ing a traditional Christmas carol, 
Boh Predvichnyi (God Eternal). Fi- 
nally, Jean Vanier School Ukraini- 
an bilingual teacher, Vlodko Boy- 


chuk, performed the traditional 
throwing of Kutia (cooked wheat) 
onto the ceiling to forecast the pros- 
perity and happiness for the upcom- 
ing year. 

Then, all the present had a chance 
to taste a wonderful spread of 12 tra- 
ditional Ukrainian dishes. The meal 
began with a several choices of ku- 
tia (boiled wheat), followed by a 
tasty borshch (beet soup), which 
were served to the tables. The rest 
of the meal was buffet style and con- 
sisted of many varieties of each tra- 
ditional Christmas Eve dish. During 
the meal, Grade 9 readers explained 
to all present about various aspects 
of Ukrainian Christmas customs and 
this made the Sviat Vechir celebra- 
tion much more meaningful to all 
the present guests. 

Everyone enjoyed angelic voices 
of Grade 7 and 8 Ukrainian students 
who came in and sang traditional 
Ukrainian carols, such as Vo Vyfly- 
jemi, Nova radist’ stala, and Boh 
Predvichnyi. As a surprise, there was 
a guest appearance of a young musi- 
cal quartet “Trixie Chicks”, which 
consists of two sets of sisters 
(Kuzyks and Mandrusiaks). They- 
skillfully played on violins and a 
keyboard two wonderful Ukrainian 
Christmas melodies. Finally, the cel- 
ebration was concluded with an im- 
provised performance of Grade 9 stu- 
dents, who sang beautiful melodies 
of Shchedryk and Spy Isuse, Spy. 

When the celebration was over, all 
the junior high Ukrainian students 
were truly overjoyed with its suc- 
cess. Even though, it involved many 
weeks of diligent planning and a lot 
of hard work, they were proud to 
showcase their Ukrainian culture to 
their parents and to non-Ukrainian 
staff members of Jean Vanier school. 
All grade 9 Ukrainian students 
shared after the event that they will 
truly remember this Sviat Vechir 
celebration for the years to come. 
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“Our Ukraine” narrowing gap 


(UkrNews/Ukrainian News Agency)— New poll numbers released Feb. 
6 show Viktor Yushchenko’s “Our Ukraine” is narrowing the gap between 
them and Viktor Yanukovych’s Party of Regions. 

The poll by the Strategic Studies Institute showed Regions with 24%, 
and Our Ukraine second with 22%. The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc rounded 
off the top three with 15%. 

According to the poll, three other political forces have a chance at cross- 
ing the 3% barrier: the communists with 9%, the socialists with 8%, and 
Rada speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn's bloc with 5%. 

The poll found that the 63-64% of western voters would turn out, while 
the rate in the East and Centre is 53-55%. The poll was conducted be- 
tween Jan. 21 and 28. It questioned 2,000 respondents over 18 years of 
age. The margin of error is 3.2%. 

Earlier polls showed “Our Ukraine” in third place at 16% and 13% of 
the vote. 


